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Nobody will take me
to the party
of sparrows

3% 9% %k
The bird said, “What a smell, what a sun, Ah:’

spring has arrived
and I’'ll go find my mate.»

the bird flew away from the veranda

the bird was smell
the bird wasn’t thinking

the bird didn't read newspapers

the bird wasn't in debt
the bird didn’t know any people

The bird flew in the air
puassed over the stop-lights
reached carefree heights
aud madly experienced

the blue moments

The bird, Ah the bird!, was merelv a bird.
L
I have dreamed
that somecone is coming....
Someone different
someone better
someone who ian’t like anyone, ien’t like father



like Jonah

like John

like mother,

but is just like the one that should be....

And his name is

(just as mother says in the beginning and the
end of her prayer)

the Judge-of-all-Judges

the Way-of-all-Ways

and can read all the words in the third grade book
with eyes closed

and can subtract a thousand

from twenty million

without a mistake

and can buy at Seyed Javad’s grocery store
whatever he wants, on credit.....

Ah-

what a good thing light is

and how much I wish that

John had a cart

and a Coleman lantern

and how much I wish I'd #it on John’s cart
among watermelons

and drive around Mohammadiyeh Square

Ah-

how good it is to drive around the square
how good it is to sleep on the rooftop
how good it is to go to the public park
how good it is to taste Pepsi

how good it is to go to Fardin’s cinema
and how much I like all the good things
and how much I want to pull Seyed Javad’s

o



daughter’s long hair-.

Why am I so little

that I get lost in the street

why father who isn’t little

and doesn’t get lost in the street

why doesn’t he do something

so that the onc I have dreamed is coming

comes sooner:----

I have swept the stairs to the rooftop
I have washed the window panes

Someone is coming

someone is coming

someone who is at heart with us, in soul with us
in voice with us

Someone whose coming cannot be prevented
who cannot be handcuffed

and thrown in prison....

Someone’s coming
someone from the sound of the rain, from the
whispers of petunias-

Someone comes from the sky of a firework night
and spreads the tablecloth

and shares out the bread

gshares out the Pepsi

shares out the public park

shares out the rubber boots

shares out Fardin’s cinema

shares out Seyed Javad’s daughter’s long hair

ox



and shares out whatever is left

and gives us our portion -
I have dreamed-
* ¥ %
The bird that had died
taught me
to remember to fly
et ¥
God, how do I know what I did

In that dark and quiet retreat »
3 e e

I saw I was being freed
I saw my skir burst with love’s expansion
I saw my burning body melt
and pour pour pour
in the moon, in the quivering moon sunk into
The Dark...- '
e W
The rose
The rose
The rose
He took me to the rose garden

and in the dark put a rose in my hair
and finally

slept with me on a rose leaf -...

[\Ag
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