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Lynton House, Lynton Square, Perry Barr,

Birmingham B42 1BH. England.
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Oh Venice! Venice ! when thy marble walls
Are level with the waters, there shall be
A cry of nations o’er thy sunken halls,
A joud lament along the sweeping sea!
If 1, a northern wanderer, weep for thee,
What should thy sons do? — any thing but
weep:

vreernenne (ON venice). Byron, 1819.
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contribution inherent in the specific
solution devised with the engineers
Ove Arup to solve the difficult prob-
lem of air controlled outdoor spaces
and their connectivity to the inside
with specific problems such as control
and air-conditioning, specifically men-
tioned on page 45, Item 4.1.7 of the
Conditions. The evolution of the
traditional flat-dome into a particularly
flexible structure, bioclimatically ad-
aptive, is significant in terms of its
very visual Persian impact.

2.2.The two main aspects of criticism
by the-jury can do with amplification
and clarification. The centrally located
internal access area with criticised for
its harsh and severe character. This
space can be seen as a rich and varied
bazaar route filled with exhibitions,
carpets and tapestries. It is composed
of four interconnected and spatially
identifiable rooms and not just as a
vast rooms and not just as a vast
long space It is a movement zone of
discovery retiecting the intimacy
of itself and the related courtyard
spaces. Considerations such as phasing,
structural joints, seismic influences and
circulation systems made each room
a self-contained entity, with movement
routes nevertheless of such a scale as
to contrast with the final intimacy
of the work spaces.

2.3. As for the criticism of overso-
phistication it must be stated that the
technological basis for the Library
was specifically established as an att-
empt to resolve the difficult problems
facing a fast developing nation such
as Iran, ina ned and responsibl
manner. The environmental design
concept of the Library was based on
the main criteria as formulated in
clause 4.2:

“These systems should be designed for
economy and ease of maintainance,
should avoid oversophisticated solu-
tions, and should provide for effi-
ciency in independent sectors, and
permit manual operation in case of
such problems as blackouts, water
shortages, etc.”

The new approach endeavours . to
construct a building in such a way
as to provide environmental standards
with a minimum of technological ef-
fort. The architectural contribution
to the comfort control system con-
sisted of the following four aspects:
Firstly, the covered light wells act
as high level air return passages to the
main plantrooms or to the outside.

Secondly the controlled and movable
shading covers over the skylights.
Thirdly the possibility of opening
skylights to relieve warm return air,
or even introduce cool outside air
in cases of plantbreakdown when
outside air conditions are favourable.
Fourthly, all necessary sun control
provisions in the external wall pene-
trations to avoid excessive variation
in heating and cooling loads in peri-
meter zone of building.

2.4.The proposed heating, ventilation
and air conditioning system avoids
the present ‘standard’ oversophisticated
system so prevalent in lran today,
through the following features:

2.4.1. Elimination of main and branch
ducting with all associated balancing
and throttling dampers. This reduces
the demand for construction co-ordin-
ation and specialist installation labour
and air conditioning engineering and
commissioning staff.

2.4.2.Usage of hollow vertical columns
as air ducts and plenum formed by
the structure and the 1m high raised
floor. :

This air distribution principle is the
oldest historically known, used more
than two centuries ago and continuously
applied. The use of columns and floor
plenums as part of the air supply
system makes it possible to use the
““Flywheel" storage effect of the struc-
tural mass of the building as an integral
load reduction and standby feature
of the air conditioning svstamh

2.4.3 Individually and/or space tem-
perature controlled, electric fan air
terminals, drawing the air plenums,
and discharging into the conditianed
space. They will maintain individually
desired or sel d space temp Ires.
The fan air terminals which draw the
air from the distribution plenums eli-
minates the need for air tight construction
of floor plenums and vertical distribution
ducts because air plenums will operate at
zero pressure.

2.4.4. The greatly reduced heating
and cooling loads in the perimeter
zone of the building makes it eco-
nomical to use independent electric
perimeter storage heating units. They
do not rely on the operation of a
central air plant eor central hot

water circulation system to provide
necessarly heating in the perimeter.

245 The all air type air condi-
tioning system, with the variable vo-

lume air handling units located in
plantrooms at the roof, incorporate
an economiser cycle. This means that
cool outside air can be used for pro-
viding all necessary cooling without
the need for refrigerated air cond-
itioning whenever outside air is suit-
able, which may be for §. © — 60%
of the total operation tirw of the
Library with equal savings in' cost
and energy.

The criticism of the scheme s being
oversophisticated is particularly disheart-
ening when seen that very specific at-
tempts where made to overcome these
particular problems of Iran. The basis
as applied to the Pahlavi Library has been
proved and tested in a large Library
Complex designed by us that was ap-
parently never studied by all the experts
formulating the requirements. What may
seem innovative to some had already
become commonplace in actual usage.
It was the experience and knowledge
that gave birth to the evolutionary con-
cept used. Detailed technological con-
siderations were simply not evident in
the winning scheme, only a schematic
ceiling line being evidence of any concern
other than the placing of a service floor.
So it may appear prudent in such a
competition submission not to attempt
integration and resolution of certain very
relevant problems and rather to leave
things mostly unstated, understated or
up to the imagination of jurors.

In conclusion, we will never presume
to criticise the work of colleagues other
than in terms of what we assume is viewed
as important in the conditions set should
it be a competition. We do regard the
winning design as an acceptable response
to a library program set for execution
in Germany, Austria or Switzerland. But
we fail completely to see its concern
for the past traditions, present realities
or future aspirations of Iran. This is
especially strongly felt where the rele-
vance of modern architecture is being
deeply questioned as applied indiscrim-
inately to countries with significant and
historic cultures. So, quite irrespective
of whether our submission succeeded or
failed in terms of the goals set by our-
selves, related to the lofty aims set by the
competition conditions, our major res-
ponse to the actual results achieved by
the total competition is one of some
disappointment that aspirations were not
fully realized.
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A COMPETITOR'S CRITICAL
REVIEW OF THE
COMPETITION

by:

HENK SPOORMAKER

For Ove Arup & Partners — Engineers
FRANCOIS PIENAAR

For W.0. Meyer & Partners — Architects

As requested we hereby forward some
critical comment. By all standards this
was a most successfully conceived and
organised competition. One must reflect
on the magnitude and effort involved in
establishing an International Competition
of such importance and the aspirations of
a client-body to achieve the desired re-
sult of architectural quality. We regard
being selected as one of the three winners
with great satisfaction.  Nevertheless,
certain, aspects of the judging remain
puzzling to us as it concerns adherence
to the very carefully determined com-
petition requirements set by the pro-
grammers.

It is appropriate that the views we are
requested to offer must be in terms of
the design we submitted as a response
to the requirements set. It is also only
natural that we must measure any entry
placed first against the same criteria.
In doing so we must regrettably con-
clude that certain stipulations that we
embodied with great care and effort in
order to comply with the requirements
seem to have been largely waived in
deciding on the entry placed first.

1. The following aspects of concern must
be cited: —

1.1. One of the overriding aspects of the
competition was the very concerned
aspirations of the organisers to achieve
a new and relevant architecture for
Iran based on the Architectural Herit-
age of Persia. An expert from the
Booklet issued with the competition
conditions can be quoted as being
extremely significant:

“Traditional societies accrue a rich
patina of valid responses to the pere-
nnial dictates of man and nature. The
adaptive principles and forms developed
by these societies are rich treasures
of correct and wholesome building.
If we learn to look most discerningly
into the operative principles inherent
in them, and go beyond their material
styles and seek their essential wisdom,
we would have the powers of anti-
cipation of that which should be built
in the future”.

The apparent total lack of understand-
ing of the real significance and poten-
tial of adaptive principals inherent in
the traditional architecture amongst
the competitors and perhaps some of
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the international jury members may
have been instrumental in the final
results achieved. The selected winning
scheme is in fact illustrative of this.
It is not a traditional inward looking
building but rather an inward orient-
ated centrally located movement sys-
tem and approach with outward look-
ing spaces with a screened glass facade.
No adaptive principles also valid and
appropriate bioclimatically can be de-
tected as a deeply inspirational basis
for its architectural evolution.

1.2

A significant planning determinant
of the Library was the requirement,
as stipulated in the competition con-
ditions, that the proposed design
should permit construction of the
building in phases without disruption
of the functional requirements and
with a minimum disruption of ser-
vices during each phase of construc-
tion. In our proposal this factor was
consequently a major organisational
determinant of the designallowing for
all the major functional elements to
occur within the first phase with po-
tential expansion of typical library
accommeodation in further phases. The
Centre for Research in Iranology and
its related housing component occur
separately from the Library to further
ease the potential of flexible phasing
and construction. These significant
criteria seem not to have featured
as conditions in the final judgement,
particularly in regard to the winning
scheme.

1.3.

Our main reservation in regard to
the conduct of the competition is
that, from the information given us,
the jury, advised by the technical
committee, spent two full days in an
effort to reach unanimity on the first
prize out of three. Consensus app-
arently eluded the jury and eventually
a vote was required for finalization.
It is our strongly felt opinion that
Condition 23 of the Competition was
devised expressly for such a situation
and that it should have been followed.
After interviewing the three candi-
dates, where the controversial aspects
of the schemes could have been clari-
fi_ed and explained, the jury may then
have made an unanimous decision,
compared to a voting procedure where

a comprorhise is the usual result.
1.4.

Further consideration might initially
have been given to a more balanced
jury by allowing more locally con-
cerned and attuned Persian architects
to counteract the high-powered inter-
national jury members not necessarily
too deeply involved or concerned
about a new and appropriate archi-
tecture for Iran. As far as our design

is concerned we set out to express
certain beliefs. The total inappro-

priateness of western ‘modern’ archi-

tecture to solve the problems of
countries like Iran, lead one to the
conviction that the fundamental basis
of one’s architectural concerns and
aesthetic prejudices should be elim-
inated to enable one to move towards
a new and relevantarchitecture, reflect-
ing the potential of continuityofy

rich culture and history of Iran. 4 cul-
ture and history of Iran.

In_our search for an appropriate archi-
tacture the fundamental adapt-
ive principels existing within the archi-
tectural tradition of Persia were ana-
lysed and transformed into a fabric
expressive of the environmental spirit
subconsciously felt. Thus a respon-
sible building, bridging the traditions
into a continuity essential to the spirit
prevalent in a traditional society im-
bued with a history of architecture so
rich and valid in its environmental
responses, was created.

The building 15 totally inward fuiic-

. tioning, not essentially an internally

focussed circulatory system. The de-
velopment of its internal courtyard
spaces, flexible in their adaptive na-
tures to apertures and to the very
particular harsh climate of Persia,
allowed for an inward looking spatial
concept to evolve. The._creation of
the deep external double skin as roof
and wall elements, acting as protectively
responsive elements of architecture, re-
flected a further environmental con-

cern as seen in the houses of Abar-
Kouh. The large city-scaled openings
within these recessive wall structures,

reflected directly the manner of trad-
itionally made large scale-openings.
Further elements of traditional con-
cepts were used such as reflecting
pools, passive and infinite at their
source, extending beyond as water-
channels flowing along the exterior
street -face of the building giving
nourishment to trees and auditory and
visual relief to the pedestrian so that

the building gives something to the
street — not just a forbidding blank

socle edge. Gardens and their asso-
ciated traditional imagery have been
used as contained and as containers
in a variation of scale and character
extending the rich potential of the
human experience of Persia.

Our response to the jury report elicits

the following general comment
2.1.
In the absence of referring to it the

jury may have missed the important



to be radical,” he said recently. "But
the art of architecture is what has always
been important to me — architecture is
still the old, noble, Roman, Greek and
Beaux-Arts business of designing something
and being excited by its shape, and its
space. | believe architecture is still
about the decoration of form.

“I don't like all this energy business, for
example (the growing tendency to use
energy savings as a prime determinant
of designs, as in houses built with solar
collectors). | think it's an excuse to
get away from designing. So is the so-
ciopolitical aspect of architecture, where
archtiecture is supposed to serve some
social good. And so is computer design —
to turn on a machine for a design is not
our salvation. There is some use for all
of these things — we should obviously
be energy-conscious, for example — but
they are not architecture.

“One of the reasons | am happy about
what is going on today is that the ar-
chitects are going to win — no, they
have won. It isn't merely that we're in
a wonderful period of laissez-faire now;
that isn‘t enough to assure quality. Even
the respect for history that prevails now
isn't, on its own, enough. What's sig-
nificant now is that the para-archtiects
are not taking over. The engineers,the
energy people, the decorators even, all
have their places, but they are secondary.
Nothing can stop people’s desire for art.”

Such a ringing claim for architecture
should put Johnson in the good graces
of the architectural establishment, if not
of the more radical members of the
profession, but it is indicative of the
general thrust of the profession that it
has not done so. Architecture is a
business before it is anything else to the
bulk of the archtiectural profession, and
Philip Johnson's attitude is not an easy
one for them to swallow. It is not
surprising that for years, with patrons
such as the Rockefeller and de Menil
families and a reputation for lavish

spending, Johnson has become known
as a sort of architecte du roi, and this
combined with his early career as an ar-
dent ideologue of modern architecture,
has put him somewhat on the outs with

many of the controlling powers of the
American institute of Architects, the
national professional society of architects.

Johnson is conscious of his reputation
and, one senses, not entirely displeased
with it. In some ways he has even en-
couraged his identity as an architect apart
from the general run of the profession.
He is perhaps New York's most active
archtiect on the social scene, where his
goings on often make the gossip columns.
He dresses elegantly, still stands tall and
straight, and moves about full of nervous
energy. (He had heart surgery recently
and bounced back completely; he now
says he has never felt better in his life).
Johnson is amused that no one is quite
sure whether to call him a radical or a
conservative, and concerned only that
the architecte du roi tag suggests too
narrow a view of his interests.

Johnson is activley involved, for ex-
ample, in designing a series of buildings
for the Houston developer Gerald
Hines. Two structures, Pennzoil Place
in down town Houston and Pos Oak
Central in the western part of the city,
are arelady complete, and others for sites
around the country are in design. (One,
for a New Orleans client, was ready to
start” construction, but fell through at
the last minute).

The Hines work is Johnson's first ex-
tended commitment to a developer —
the first time he has greed to submit
himself to the heavy discipline and rigid
budgets of speculative construction. Why
has he changed character here, at this
stage of his career?

“"No developer fascinated me until Gerry
Hines came along,” he says. “He's
a serious businessman and an architec-
tural patron together — he knows that
good design costs more money but can
also make more money, and he takes
advantage of this. But he's enough of
a patron to know his archtiect will walk
out if pushed too far, and he doesn’t
force compromising a design beyond that
point”’.

There have, of course, been compromises
on the Hines buildings. But budget
restrictions have also brought discipline,

and Johnson admits to wondering if the
result isn't, in some ways, better than
the more extravagant products of his
architecte du roi days. Post Oak Central
is a small (20 stories) cutrain-wall sky-
scraper with setback massing reminiscent
of the 1930's and rounded corners, a
detail adapted from the Starrett-Lehigh
Building, the superb industrial structure
of 1931 on 11th Avenue in New York.
It is plain inside; the architecture comes
from varying the shape and skin for formal
interest.

Pennzoil Place is less derivative; it is a
pair of trapezoidal-shaped towers placed
so as to leave two triangular areas open
on the site, which are covered by steel
and glass truss frames to create two vast,
greenhouselike interior plazas. The tower
tops are sliced off at an angle to create
slanted roofs which work splendidly in
the skyline. In all, it is sensitive urbanism
and dramatic space, and a significant
step in the series of variations on the sky-
scraper form Johnson began with his
51-story Investors’ Diversified Services
(IDS) Center in Minneapolis of 1972.

“| guess part of my interest in working
with Hines comes also from the fact
that, as | said before, I'm basically
an architect who likes to deal in prob-
lems. My solutions come intellectually;
| don’t like to deal in pure fantasy or
pure thought—| may want monumentality
and art, but | want to see buildings built.
So right now | get a lot out of sweating
but prob ems with someone like Hines,
who has enough commitment to archi-
tecture for me to feel comfortable with,
and enough commitment to pragmatic
realities to succeed as a businessman.

“Without people like that, it will be
harder and harder to make architecture
in the coming years. But | think we will
continue to have them — there will always
be people who want architecture, just
as there will always be people of judge-
ment to set standards.

“Talking of standards does make me
sound conservative, in spite of thesort of
young architects | pick who | think
meet my standards. But after all, isn't
that the fate of every enfant terrible,
to end up conservative 7’
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house in New York City, the Mies-in-
fluenced structure he designed in 1952
as a guesthouse for Mr. and Mrs. John
D. Rockfeller Il and which now serves
as his town residence. He went on:
“That's why I'm all over the place in
my designs, why my career has moved
from one stage to another. | know that
my approach puts me away from the
really great innovators. | suppose the
only thing | can really claim as totally
my own is the sink spigot the elegant
four-pronged faucet handle Johnson de-
signed for Seagram and which has since
become a standard item and the Sea-
gram elevators.”

Is Johnson, looking back on his career,
being deliberately self-depreacting? No,
but he deeply believes that the drive
toward originality for its own sake was
a fatal flaw of modern architecture, and
he is fond of quoting Mies as telling
him, “Philip” it is much better to be
good than to be original.” His interest
is not so much in inventing a new wheel
as in refining the existing ones, tampering
with  their shapes, their proportions,
their materials, to see if a better kind
of object can emerge.

Exploring known ground, not as some-
thing sacred but as a resource, “ob-
viously comes from my art historical
background,” Johnson reflects. “One
cannot not know history ™.

Johnson is “amused”, he says, to see
“how everyone is discovering history
right now”. What he has been advocating
all along — neither the imitation of history
nor the rejection of it, but the use of it
as a design resource — is increasingly
common as archtiects move further and
further away from the rigid antihistorical
orthodoxy of Bauhaus modernism. Iron-
ically, Johnson himself as an early
modernist propagandist, helped create the
ideology that is now being ‘turned away
from. But his own attitude was always
somewhat tempered by a knowledge and
respect for history. (He never advocated
that architects turn their backs entirely
on the past; as a result, even his own
Mies-influenced buildings, like his famous
Glass House on 1949 in New Canaan,
Connecticut, which he uses as a weekend
residence, are more classicizing, more

art & architecture 137

symmeirical, less technological in their
formal derivation than Miesian proto-
types.

“The new attitude is so open, and that’s
as it should be "Johnson says. “It's
what it should have been all along
—you can‘treally summarize the present’’.
It looks to me like a kaeleidscope,with
everything floating around in a pattern
you can't make too much sense of be-
cause it keeps changing. But is anything
wrong with that ?

“l worry, sometimes, that the young
archiiects do not know enough history”’,
he goes on. “The students | taught at
Yale last year had a lot of good ideas,
but just not enough solid grounding”.

Johnson's commitment to architectural
history goes forward as well as back-
ward; he probably is acquainted with
more young architects than any other
major practitioner on the scene today.
He eagerly seeks out young designers in
whose work he has taken an interest,
and nothing pleases him more than hours
of architectural talk. Sometimes sessions
take place at Johnson's corner table in
the Four Seasons reataurant in the Sea-
gram Building, where he lunches every
day when he is in New York — the table,
in the austere Grill Room, has been home
to a perpetual seminar on architecture

for years now.

Who interests Johnson most these days?
Significantly, his favorites are an electric
group, and more significantly still, the
work of none of his favorite younger
architects resembles his own, a testament
to his ability to view architecture as an
objective critic. He talks a great deal
about Hardy Holzman Pfeiffer Associates,
the young New York firm whose rather
brash work, full of clashing materials but
obviously highly studied, attracts him
enormously — what he sees, he admits,
is the studied part, the deliberate break-
ing of the rules of architectural decorum
to create not chaos, which Johnson
abhors, but a new and more subtle order.
He is especially fascinated by some
schools Hardy Holzman Pfeiffer has
done — Johnson once kept a photograph
of a brand new Hardy Holzman Pfeiffer
school in his pocket to show to friends,

as curious about their opinions as if it
had been his own work. He also admires
the housing of Davis Brody & Associates
in New York.

He is excited, too, by the work of Arata
Isozaki, the Japanese architect whose

dramatic forms have a new kind of
monumentality, as well as by the work
of Venturi and Rauch, the Philadelphia
firm which prides itself on being anti-
monumental — for Johnson sees, correct-
ly, that inside Venturi and Rauch’s
rhetoric area a lot of very traditional
architectural concerns — form, space
and plan —  being skillfully and
originally handled. Venturi and
Rauch’s floor plans particularly fas-
cinate him, he says, and he has been
eagerly driving about the New York sub-
urban countryside in recent months
making visits to New Venturi and Rauch
houses in Greenwich (Connecticut) and
New York Katonah.

But lest even these architects be thought
to fall too close to each other on the
architectural continum, Johnson reaffirm-
ed his commitment to pluralism by writ-
ing a laudatory postscript to a new
edition of Five Architects, the book of
work by a number of fairly theoretical
architects whose formal output, if not
theoretical underpinnings, suggests the
early work of Le Corbusier. (The archi-
tects are Richard Meier, Peter Eiseman,
Michael Graves, John Hedjuk and the
partnership of Charles Gwathmey and
Robert Siegel.)

For what Johnson is committed to —
and here he admits that he has not
changed at all over the years — is ar-
chitecture as art, and the work he res-
pects is the work that is an art before
it is something else. In the early 1950's,
he shocked a college audience by de-
claring, “l would rather sleep in Chartres
Cathedral with the nearest (tr: toilet)
john two blocks away than in a Harvard
(College) house with back-to-back bath-
rooms,” and he has not really changed
his mind about what matters to him.

“Maybe I'm conservative, then, in terms,
of valuing the art of architecture, even
though most of the profession considers
the youing architects whose work | like
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American architects, and as time goes
on, his schizophrenic identity as both
member and outsider to the establishment
seems to become more marked.

Johnson has been in partnership with
John Burgee since 1967, and their firm,
Johnson/Burgee, headquartered in the
Seagram Building on Park Avenue (the
1958 structure which Johnson designed
in association with Mies van der Rohel,
is building actively around the world. A
new airport in Tel Aviv, a cultural center
in Bombay, a pair of skyscrapers in
Houston, a church in Los Angeles and
a redesign of Avery Fisher Hall formerly
Philharmonic Hall at Lincoln Center in
New York are among the current pro-
jects. None of these designs bears any
relationship to the work of Mies, of
whom Johnson was probably the best

known protege in the 1950's; he broke
away in the 1960°s, passed through a
period of overdelicate classicism, and is
now doing work that cannot be des-
cribed in any narrow stylistic terms at
all, but is concerned with formal var-
iations on the boxy skyscraper shape,
allusions to historical styles and spatial
organization.

Johnson  started out as a historian
and critic. His Harvard degree in 1927
was in classics, after which he moved
into architecture. He played a crucial
role in spreading the gospel of the de-
veloping modern movement in architec-
ture in the United States in 1930s
both as author of The International
Style with Henry-Russell Hitchock in
1932 and as the Museum of Modern
Art’s first director of architectural ex-
hibits. It was not until 1943, when he
was 37, that Johnson's restless mind led
him to an architecture degree — and
even now it is not surprising that his
work is intellectual before it is anything
else, not in the sense of being highly
theoretical, but in the sense of being
cerebral, more the product of an active
intelligence than an intuitive, natural de-
sign sense.

Johnson does not pretend otherwise;
“I'm much too intellectual to be an
original designer,” he said in a recent
conversation at his East 52nd Street
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By Paul Goldberger

Philip Johnson is at once an enfant terrible
and an elder statesman of American archi-
tecture. His career has been passionately
devoted to the new, which has shocked
much of the architectural establishment,
but it has been committed with equal
ardor to the notion of architecture as an
art above all else, which has shocked
much of the architectural vanguard. The
establishment considers Johnson radical;
the radicals consider him establishment,
and it is difficult not to sense that this
double-edged position in which he finds
himself delights the architect enormously.

Johnson is a septuagenarian. He is not
a sentimental man, and so it is not likely
that he has expended a great deal of
energy on pondering the significance of
his age. But now is nonetheless a natural
time to consider his role, since he re-
mains among the most active of all
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who took the two-bedroom house and —
in one magnificent sweep — raised it to
the level of high architecture. The cru-
cial difference between Frank Lloyd
and Stanford white was not merely one
of talent but of temperament. Wright
attempted a whole new problem — and,
in consequence, discovered a whole new
architecture. As long as we keep twisting
ourselves into all kinds of knots in_order
to mime the attitudes of (and face the
same issues as) corbusier, mies, kahn, etc.
we will be doing just that: twisting our-
selves into knots. What we have to
do instead is to see our countries as they
really are, and try and make our work
relevant to the crucial planning and archi-
tectural issues our developing world faces.

Q. 5.

You are an Architecture from India,

the country which possesses a strong
sense of tradition in every aspect of the
life of its people. Do you ever find
it difficult to employee modern tech-
nology and ideas in such a context? Have
you found any methods to reconcile the
two poles of modernism and tradition?

A.5

A crucial issue — especially if you un-
derstand tradition to be not just picture-
sque old folk-lore and customs, but one
of the prime shapers of society. The
rrenchman isn't trying to be French —
he's trying to be logical. But we, as
observers, say: ah, how typically French!
in that sense, tradition is much more all-
pervasive than we ourselves realise. |It's
what we are — what we feel. It re-
presents hundreds and thousands of years
of human programming. | once had to
design a memorial for Mahatma Ghandhi
— a museum to contain his letters and
writings, located in the heart of the
Sabarmati Ashram in Ahmedabad where
he lived. MNow what should a memaorial
to Gandhiji be like? | mean in its
atmosphere, in its essence. Well | knew
it couldn’t be the same as the Washington
Memorial — for the simple reason that
Gandhi wasn’t George Washington — or
Nehru for that matter. Gandhiji was
a very modest person, a complex yet
thoroughly human-scaled individual.These
qualities became the parameters of our
design. The materials used were mostly

brick and red tile — i.e. materials already
found in the Ashram. Similarly, know—
ing Ghandhi’s attitude to nature, | avoid-
ed mechanical air-conditioning and didn’t
even use any glass windows — all ven-
tilation is achieved by the natural flow
of light and air. But in using these
materials | didn’t try to copy the way the
other Ashram buildings where built -
that would have been false. Instead,
we tried to construct as rationally as we
could, given all the information available
to us in the year in which we were build-
ing. So also if one has to construct
a house in a poor village where there is
only mud and bamboo, then one uses
mud and bamboo — but not in a way
to nostagically and artificially re-create
the centuries-old villages; no, we must
use mud and bamboo as people living in
the 20th century; rationally, and with the
same attitudes which compels us to ex-
plore solar energy and Gobar gas plants.

If the technology and materials we select
are appropriate, eventually they are bound
to become part of the tradition. The
crucial point in deciding whether a tech-
nology is appropriate or not, is to take
into account not just the concerns of the
supplier but those of the user as well.
From this point of view a lot of what
is being sold to the developing world is
grossly inappropriate; furthermore though
sold in the name of technology-transfer,
it is often not even that; it's merely
product-transfer. So we accumulate more
products which relate to the local climate
and life-style like something just handed
from mars. (To me, a lot of these new
buildings seem to be like cartoons; “‘take
me to your president !!”').

Tradition motivates people; it represents
their understanding of the world they
live in. Through a continuous and
imaginative modulation of tradition, new
technology can be introduced in stages —
exactly as has happened in Eruope over
the last century or so. Of course the
time-scale may vary from country to
country; india could take 50 years to
complete the development process, Dubai
perhaps may do it in 10. But the
process is the same; it concerns the
metamorphosis not of things, but of
people.
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While Mr. Correa was in Iran our reporter
Roya Akhavan made an interview with him:

Q1.
Mr. Correa

We sincerely hope that your stay in Iran
will be joyful experience for you. As
my first question | would like to ask
you to tell us about your Architectural
background and major works.

A1l

| studied first at Michigan and then at
Mit. However, | think | only began to
learn about Architecture after | started
my own practice (in fact one of my
clients — luckily a very rich one — once
complained bitterly: ““You are learning
at my expense!”). Architecture school
teaches you attitudes, not information; in
other words how to pick up a problem.
The actual problems you pick up depend
on where you live. Right now, in private
practice | find myself involved in a
number of marvelous opportunities; -
art centres, offices complexes, tourist
facilities, etc. yet it is only through my
work as a government consultant that
| can get involved in an area which | en-
joy working in — and one whick | think
is of crucial importance to our society;
namely, low-income housing. For pri-
vate architects in a country like India
cannot reach the vast majority of their
society, since no private client ever walks
into your office and asks you to do
that kind of work there being no profit
whatsoever in providing shelter for the
very poor. Furthermore, the issues con-
cerned in low-income housing necessarily
involve other key decisions, such as job-
location, transport arteries, land policy,
etc; in other words; city-scale govern-
mental decisions. This is now a group
of us started developing the concept of
New Bombay — a major growth centre
for 2 million people which is being
developed by the government across the
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harbour from the old city. In my role as
chief architect for this new city, | found
myself involved in a whole seires of
issues — and decisions — far different
(yet quite complementary) to my private
practice.

Q.2

As you are going to be one of the jurors
for the Pahlavi Library Competition |
would like to ask if you have any
special familiarities with Iranian culture
and architecture and have you ever worked
on an lranian project before.

A 2

No, I've never worked in your country.
But | cant help noticing and surprising
amount of cultural continuity between
Iran and India — I'm sure as anyone
else who has every visited both these
countries: the food, the handicrafts (e.g.
Pharsi and Urdu). Furthermore, like
many another architect, | believe that
Isfahan is probably the single greatest
architectural happening the world has
ever known. That's a pretty sweeping
statement, but | mean it. In my own
country, India, we have several master-
works of the Mughal emperors (for ins-
tance the city of Fatehpur-Sikhri, which
is really a magnificent tour-de-Force
follow-up to Isfahan — A sort of “God-
father, part I1'). Most of the principles
of that architecture are still valid today.
at least as far as | am concerned. | am
concerned. | am not talking about imi-
tating domes and minarets — | am talking
about the organizational of spaces, the
climate control, the sense of scale, etc.
For instance, though versailles is royal,
it achieves its effect at the staggering
cost of bowling up all its dimensions
to the scale of a super parking lot. (A
sort of: “"Cecil B. de Mille Presents ..."")
in contrast: the court of the emperor
Akbar in Fatehpur-Sikhri. Every bit
as royal and imperial, but on the scale of
a tennis court — so that it's human too
at the same time! what an incredible
piece of finesse and control. It's a truly
unique architectural heritage you people
have — only the Japan of the Katsura
palace can begin to offer anything com-
parable.

Q.3

What is the basic criterion of judgement
in this competition? or is there one

from your point of view?

A. 3.

The Criteria? That the building work;
should be economical and it moves you
emotionally. Last year when we were
discussing the introduction to the com-
petition document, | heard a number of
people say that lran wanted a great
building and that epxenses should be no
constraint. | couldn’t understand that
statement. To me Iran should want an
economical and functional building which
is a great piece of architecture. | say
this not as a visitor from a poor country,
but as an archiect. Architecture, like
all the other arts, has always been at its
greatest when it real challenges, not
when it avoids them. When mischel-
lenged was asked to paint the sistine
chapel ceiling he was given a number of
crucial constraints: the area to be painted,
the subject matter, etc. etc. and he did
a sensational job not inspite of these
constraints, but because of them. It is
constraints that make our imagination
vault. It is constraints that make great
art and great architecture. There were
more fine buildings built in Europe and
America during the years of the de-
pression than there were in the affluence
of the boom period that followed. |
would suspect there is a lession in that
somewhere.

Q. 4.

Mr. Correa

Please tell us about the main archi-
tectural principles which you try to
consider in your works and about your
general philosophy.

A. 4.

I've already covered some of that. | just
want to add that I'd like to try make
architecture much more relevant to the
development and planning issues facing
my country. Architecture in the past
was a very elitist function. Yet through
the centuries, its limits have been con-
tinuously extended to cover more and
more of the population. As recently as
a hundred vyears ago, most architects
were still concerned with Chateaux and
Town-houses for the very rich. Even
in America, a fine architect like Stanford
white didn’t ever design sheiter for the
middle class. It was frank Lloyd wright
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Master of Arch. Harvard Graduate School
of Design 1946.

Citation from Progressive Architecture,
Award Program, for Meditation Chapel,

Washi iversity, 1958.
Assistant Professor Harvard Graduate School ashingion University

sl dmsip TIS1998: Fellowship from Graham Foundation for

Advanced Studies in the Fine Arts,
Chicago, 1958

Winner of over eight Honorary degrees and
Medals the last one of which is the Thomas
Jefferson Memorial Medal for Architecture

1976. Finalist, National Design Compeititon (U.S.

for “Diamond Heights Housing Develop-

SOME OF HIS IMPORTANT PROJECTS:  ent Project”, 1961.

1- Industrial Credit Bank, Tehran, Iran (1979) second Prize, National Design Compe-

2- National Gallery of Art, Washington D.C.  tition for “Boston Architects Center,
(1977) 1964.

3 Master Plan/Columbia University, New

York (1970), etc. Second Prize, National Design Compe-

on for ““Japan Architects Center”’,
1965.

First Prize (one of three) International
Invitational Competition for design of
*Low Cost Housing in Lima, Peru”,
1969, sponsored by United Nations.

Charles Correa
Biography

Born, 1930 India.

Bachelor of Arch. University of Michigan,
1953.

Masters of Arch. Massachusetts Institute
of Technology, 1955.

Professional Speciality: Low Cost Hous-
ing. Some successful works in India, Peru
and Lima. The most important example
the Plan for the new Part of Body
accomodating 2 million residents.

)

SOME PUBLICATIONS:

New Buildings in the Commonwealth,
1961.

World Architecture 1966.

Architecture in Dry hot Climates 1973,
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BOARD OF JURIES:

rorn, 1939, Iran

B.A. in architecture, Carnegie Institute of
Technology, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania,
1956 - 1961.

IM. A, in architecture, Harvard University
Cambridge, Massachusetts, 1961-1962.

Visiting Lecturer, Harvard, UCLA, UC
Berkeley, Princeton.

qPﬂOFESSlONAL RECOGNITION:
Islamic Architecture Steering Committee.
(Agha Khan Foundation).

Special Advisor for the expansion of the
Holy Precinct, Mecca, S.A.

Special advisor to Harvard University,
curriculum planning, School of Environ-
mental Design, King Abdul Aziz
University, Jeddah, S.A.

PUBLICATIONS:

“The Sense of Unity"”, the traditional con-
cepts of architecture and planning of Iran,
University of Chicago Press, (Published
December , 1973).

“The Indigenous Architecture of Iran, re-
search and documentation of the regional
architecture of Iran. For Tehran Uni-
versity, Franklin Press (in preparation).

paper presented at the Princeton Uni-

versity Conference “Urban Planning &
Urban Prospects in the Near East and
North Africa”, April, 1970.

Gian Carlo de Carlo
Biography

Born 1919, Geneva, Italy

Civil Engineering degree, Polytechnic
Milan, 1942.

®h.D. in Architecture, school of Archi-
tecture Vennice 1949. Professional
positions held:
Professor in Courses of: Architectural

“Concepts of the Traditional dranian City",

p——art & architecture
Nader Ardalan Composition”
Biography “Regional Urban Design"’, and “City

Planning’ in the Architectural Schools
of Vennice, Yale and Mit.

Some Architectural prizes.

1. “Eduardo Carracciolo’ Prize 1963
2. "Sir Patrick Abercrombie’, 1967.

Pedro Ramirez
Biography

1919 — Born, Mexico.

1943 — Architectural Diploma from Inter-
national University of Mexico.

1958 — 1964 — General Manager of the
Administrative Committee of the Federal
Program of School Construction. During
this period he built 35000 schools of pre-
fabricated type.

Some of his positions sinee the year 1962
— The founder of the Regional Center for
the School of Construction for Latin
America, President of the Mexican Olym-
pic Committee and President of the Metro-
politan Autonomous University.

SOME PUBLICATIONS:
1- ,’4000 years of Mexican Architecture’.
2- “The National Museum of Anthropology”.

SOME OF THE AWARDS AND PRIZES:

The Golden Star of Belgium for the Mexican
Pavilion at the Brussel’s Fiar, Great Prize
of the XI1 Triennial of Milan for his design
of the Prefabricated Rural School, Great
prize and Golden Medal of the Biennial
of Art of Sao Paulo, etc.

f

Trevor Dannatt
Biography

Born, 1920, London
Diploma in architecture with distinctions,
London, 1942 (Regent Polytechnic).



PAHLAVI NATIONAL LIBRARY.
THE INTERNATIONAL ARCHITECTURAL COMPETITION

l'he contest for the selection of the de-
sign of the Pahlavi Library building end-
ed in Tehran. The basic stage, that is,
the construction of the library along
with the implementation of various ad-
ministrative, scientific, and technical pro-
grams — especially the training of suffi-
cient specialized cadre — and also ac-
quisition of essential books and docu-
ments started at the beginning of the
year 25637, which was also the beginning
of the country’s Sixth Development Plan.
The complete implementation of this
stage will take almost the entire course
of the Sixth and Seventh Plans. The
aim is to make the Pahlavi National
Library one of the best equipped and
most progressive libraries in theworldand
in 2545 to be an exemplary library tor
the world of tomorrow.

PREPARATION FOR SETTING UF
THE CONTEST IN THE NEXT
FIVE YEARS:

IN THE YEAR 2632 (1974):

Preliminary studies and research. Visits
by groups sent by 125 important lib
raries from throughout the world.

Necessary consultation with UNESCO, the
International Federation of Library Asso-
ciations, and Library organizations in
various countries of the world.

IN THE YEARS 2533 AND 2534
(1974 and 1975):

Planning of the Pahlavi National Library
by a group of 100 prominent Iranian
and international experts. The plan
consisted of 3000 pages.

IN THE YEAR 2535 (1976):

Preparation of the international contest
for the construction design of the Pahlavi
National Library under the auspices of
the Pahlavi Library and the International
League of Architects.

Selection of the international board of
jurors and worldwide announcement of
the contest.

IN THE YEAR 2536 (1977):

The international contest proceeded in
its course and 3056 archtiects from 87
countries registered.

On the first of the month of Bahman
2536 (20 January 1977), 618 designs
by those who had registered were de-
livered to the office of the Pahlavi-
Library.

THE INTERNATIONAL BOARD
OF JURORS FOR THE CONTEST:

The board consisted of 9 architects and
5 library experts from lran, the United
States, the Soviet Union, Great Britain,
France, German Federal Republic, ltaly,
Switzerland, Belgium, Japan, India, Mex-
ico and Ivory Coast. Accepting the
invitation of the Pahlavi National Lib-
rary, the board held its meetings from
the first to the eleventh of the month
of Esfand 2536 and reviewed all the
projects received. The review of the
projects took overal stages. In the first
stage, 82 outstanding designs were chosen
from all the designs. In the second stage,
the selected designs were reduced to 23
In the third stage, 13 designs, which
were considered as excellent, were chosen.
The final stage was to select the principal
winning design along with the second
and third best desigss.

The winner of the first design and the
winners of the next twelve excellent
designs were invited to Tehran by the
Pahlavi Library and personally received
their prizes.

These prizes were as follows: .

The winner of the first prize received
50,000 dollars. The winners of the
second and the third prizes were each
given 25,000 dollars. The ten winners
of the excellent designs fourth to thir-
teenth each received 10,000 dollars.

The Pahlavi National Library will be
constructed during the Sixth and Se-
venth Development plans on aland having
an area of 50,000 square meters, located
in Shahestan Pahlavi. The area cons-
tructed will be 100,000 square meters.

The cost of construction of the library
expenditures related  to training
specialized cadre, acquisition of books
and documents, implementation of a
complete computerized system, and other
scientific and administrative costs of the

library during the ten year period from
1978 to 1987.

The winning design of the contest:
First Prize $ 50,000

von Gerkan Marg & Partners
Architects and Engineers

Federal Republic of Germany

Second Prize $ 25,000

Engelbert Eder, Rodolf F. Weber,
Reiner Wieden — Architects
Austria

Third Prize 25,000
Wilhelm O. Meyer & Parteners Inc.
South Africa

Honourable Mentions $ 10,000

Alberto Bertoli and Daniel Herren, SIA
U.S.A.

Jese Antonio Corrales Gutierrez and
Antonio Rolando Ayuso
Spain

Kunijiko Hayakawa
Japan

Wilhelm Holzbauer
Austria

Ralph E. Johnson
U.S. A

Boris Kazanski
Australia

Yves A. Lepere, Joseph Polet,
Catherine Lagache
Belgium

Douglas Little
Australia

Rouholah Nik-Khessal
Iran

Alison and Peter Smithson, Architects
England

The Architectural biography of the judges
and some of their projects are published
in Persian section and also the winners
and the Iranian participants.
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ISOSEALYOUR ROOF

CONSULTING ENGINEERS, CONTRACTORS, CONSTRUCTION DEPARTMENTS OF

lSOSEA L REG, NO,16620

B Is technically guaranteed from 3 to 20iyears.
B puts a pressure of 4 to 12 kgs/mZ2.

B Keep elastic and elastic.

® s resistant in coldest & hottest area
® NO need to dismentle Roof.

B Is cold fixable on concrete, asphalt, Cement, Tiles, & Tin.

ISOSEAL PRICES FINISHED DELIVERY ON JOB PRICEM2

TECHNICAL
21, April, 1978 RIALS gﬁmﬁﬁge
ISOSEAL 3 LAYER 1 FIBRE 2 ISOSEAL 165 3 Years
"4 L 485 5 -
¥ B M 2% 3 605 7 "
" 6 " 2 4 L 25 10
“ L " 4 ¥ 845 12z "
- g " 3 6 i 965 15
0~ 4" g " 1208 20

FOR PROVINCES 80 UPTO 150 RIALS WILL BE ADDED TAX AND INSURANCE
CHARGES WILL BE ADDED'TO THE ABOVE PRICES.

ARMY, GOVERMENT,

IRAN.S.A.M. corro

IS READY TO PERFORM BIG ROOFING PROJECTS BY

lSOSEAL: ALL OVER IRAN

ISOSEAL MASTIC Isto seam up pipes, canals, horizontal &

vertical cracks resistant to heat, acid & alkaline.

Add_Ave. Lalezar Nov, Alborz Building No. 3, P. O. Box No. 1781.
Tel: 315365 311184 _ 311181
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LOMBARD

With great Pleasure you are the most welcome to Lombard
Exhibition to visit our new models in new Italian designs with
any colour in your favour. It gives you the best opportunity
to get the most benefit from our Italian collection in Sanitary
ware, Tiles and Kitchen cabinets.

Lombard is one of the most famous company all over the
world with a long time active services and now we are the
representative of Lombard in Iran to serve you the best.

LOMBARD CO.

4th Floor, No. 5,

Pars Kouche, Serahe Diba

North Roosevelt, Maidan 25 Shahrivar,
Tehran, Tel: 835574, 824867




/

Kool 650 pils) o ol gias oo

composs co. d, o5 T

Afsar Buliding, South Kheradmand Ave.,
Karimkhan Zond Ave. Teheran 15 — lran.
Tel. 83 3136 -8335 41

Cable Teheran 114

Ror

MAYLINE;

Er s L aloud Yoo e Sib sa. 1 by
coips ol S

E3— Yooo sl b 50 il mpm slagas Sle oy

Glse sl bl 3 L s pdd o

poilfo oy plisl Spaulp la Sy Gy —F
¢ s s ga g o 5 S5la0

9> 9 A B 50 S pAwlp pla Sy Sy

gl g0 d s Caad S b g bis 51 i

Dutig e

SN OL ASY3

AT TVEE AT TP el o A U el eIB . e Ma g bl . 5l T bl




/A

AUSTRIA

#§ T\
MADE IN AUSTRIA
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DOORS WITH FRAME AND L
WITHOUT FRAMES t@w,bT °
P.V.C. WINDOW v
HAS THE SOLUTION .-
APPLIANCES ohibleyise
APFARTMETS, OFFICE .
HOTEL AND RESTAURANT obg@g.}.bémam we
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VEITPA A 19 0500 5100 1A — s l@oboo be

st MULTI-CHAMBERED
' PVC
WINDOW
SYSTEMS

Trocal’s multi-chambered profiles shut out noise pollution, too

Trocal is economical to install and maintain
Trocal PVC windows lowest in heat loss
Trocal is color-keyed to architectural scheme

The Trocal Tiit/Turn casement window
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ALUPAN

ALUPAN'S

ANODIZED & COLOURED
ALUMINIUM PRODUCTS ARE SECOND
TO NONE IN THE WORLD.

ALUPAN'S

ALUMINIUM DOORS & WINDOWS
ARE UNIQUE IN STYLE & BEAUTY.

ALUIPAN

PROVIDES YOU WITH FREE DESIGN
& TECHNICAL SERVICES.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT : ALUPAN COMPANY 167 ABBAS ABAD AVE.
Tel: 853617 - 854388 - 850691

TLX. 212869 TN.
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ISOSEALYOUR ROOF

CONSULTING ENGINEERS, CONTRACTORS, CONSTRUCTION DEPARTMENTS OF

lSOSEA L REG, NO,16620

B Is technically guaranteed from 3 to 20iyears.
B puts a pressure of 4 to 12 kgs/mZ2.

B Keep elastic and elastic.

® s resistant in coldest & hottest area
® NO need to dismentle Roof.

B Is cold fixable on concrete, asphalt, Cement, Tiles, & Tin.

ISOSEAL PRICES FINISHED DELIVERY ON JOB PRICEM2

TECHNICAL
21, April, 1978 RIALS gﬁmﬁﬁge
ISOSEAL 3 LAYER 1 FIBRE 2 ISOSEAL 165 3 Years
"4 L 485 5 -
¥ B M 2% 3 605 7 "
" 6 " 2 4 L 25 10
“ L " 4 ¥ 845 12z "
- g " 3 6 i 965 15
0~ 4" g " 1208 20

FOR PROVINCES 80 UPTO 150 RIALS WILL BE ADDED TAX AND INSURANCE
CHARGES WILL BE ADDED'TO THE ABOVE PRICES.

ARMY, GOVERMENT,

IRAN.S.A.M. corro

IS READY TO PERFORM BIG ROOFING PROJECTS BY

lSOSEAL: ALL OVER IRAN

ISOSEAL MASTIC Isto seam up pipes, canals, horizontal &

vertical cracks resistant to heat, acid & alkaline.

Add_Ave. Lalezar Nov, Alborz Building No. 3, P. O. Box No. 1781.
Tel: 315365 311184 _ 311181
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m INTERFORM

SLIPFORM SYSTEM

BRODRENE PEDERSEN A/S s cue 53,0502 - ronwar

Telephone . 0SLO(02) 551184 Cable- Slipjack, Telex- 18585 SLIF N.
= -
4 %-

SLIPFORMING OF CONCRETE &
HIGH RISE BUILDINGS
CENTRAL CORES
SHAFTS

SILOS

CHIMNEYS

RADIO TOWERS

WATER TOWERS
RESERVOIRS

BRIDGE COLUMNS
INCLINED STRUCTURES
TAPRED STRUCTURES
OFFSHORE STRUCTURES
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

| NASHD CONSTRUCTION CO.-TEHRAN
TEL: 629050 - 624739~ 628047
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Beton Batiman Co Litd.

ELIZABETH BLYD.,NO.141
BATIMAN BLDG.TEHRAN
OFFICE TELE.656360..659990-1
FACTORY. 962173 _955282




The range of Armstrong ceiling systems incorporate the most advanced thinking
in the production of a suspended ceiling both in terms of function and design.
The wide range of ceiling products permits selection of exactly **e right system
to meet both the aesthetic and performance requirement of any building environ-
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