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Mr. Theo C. van Boven _

Director of the Division of Human Rights

¢/ o Miss Pilar Downing _
Liaison Office of the Division of Human Rights
Room 2545, Secretarial Building

United Natioas, New York, N.Y. 10001
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November 19, 1981

Berkeley, California
Dear Mr. Van Boven:
We are surc that the UN. Human Rights Committec 1s AWAreE
of the extent of Human Rights violations in Iran. The current
Iranian goverment has systematically violated those civil and
political rights stipulated 1n the U.N.’s March, 1976,
International Covenant on plitical and Civil Rights. Today, the
Iranian people are denied such civil and political rights us
equality before the law, due process, (reed om of conscience aod
religion, freedom of opinion and expression, peaceful
assembly, and freedom of association and participation in
public affairy.opponents of the regime are being tortured and
executed without trial, Since July, 1981, aver twa. thousand
pcople have been executed before firing squads., Raprots
coming directly from Iran indicate that the regular prisonsa are
so full of political prisoners that stadiums have been converied
into prisons. - . e e s
We undertstand. that, the Human Rights Committes kas
already begun a process of inquiry about humsn rights
violations in Iran in its meeting of August, 1981, in Bonn, West
Germany.We urge the Committec to continue with this
work. We further request the Committee to gnnounce its desire

Ay

for holding an emergency meeting inTchran. Thousands of
Iranizn peopie Wi ready 10 gave testimony at such a forum.

The Division of Human Rights, tog ether with the Human
Rights Committee should realize that it can play a significant
roic in stopping the human rights violations in Iran.
Following the completion of this investigation, the Committee
can provide information to the uUnited Nations Secreiary
General which may lead to a2 condemnation of the Iranian
regime. This would be a signficant contribution on the part of
the international community. '

1-.

Yours truly,

The International Solidarity Front for the Defcnce of

the Iranian Peoples Democratic Rights (ISF—Iran)

ce: Mr. Munzer Anabtawi

Secretary of the Human Rights Committee
¢/ o Division of Human Rights

Room D216

United Nations Office at Geneva

Geneva, Switzerland
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