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From the LRB letters page: [ 10 December 1998 | Alexis Lykiard [ 21 January 1999 ] James
Wood [ 4 February 1999 ] Mat Pires.
James Wood’s How Fiction Works is just out. He is also the author of The Broken Estate:
Essays on Literature and Belief and is a staff writer at the New Yorker.
Other articles by this contributor:
The Lie-World - D.B.C. Pierre
Gossip in Gilt - John Updike’s Licks of Love
At the tent flap sin crouches - The Fleshpots of Egypt
Puffed Wheat - How serious is John Bayley?
The Slightest Sardine - a literary dragnet
Damaged Beasts - Peter Carey’s ‘Theft’
Bohumil Hrabal - the life, times, letters and politics of Czech novelist Bohumil Hrabal
Nothing in a Really Big Way - Adam Mars-Jones
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If were not from absent mindedness
If I ran into one wall after the other
And did not put my heart into the game.

If was from the mirror

With a two-sided wound

from the late or the soon-

and the role it portrayed in the game.

English Translation Ali Kiafar
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Our intoxication with our military prowess
blinds us to all possibilities of hope and
mutual cooperation. It was Mohammed
Khatami , the president of Iran from 1997 to
2005-perhaps the only honorable Middle
East leader of our time-whose refusal to
countenance violence by his own supporters
led to the demise of his lofty "civil society"
at the hands of more ruthless, less
scrupulous opponents. It was Khatami who
proclaimed that "the death of even one Jew
is a crime." And we sputtered back to this
great and civilized man the primitive
slogans of all deformed militarists. We were
captive, as all bigots are, to our demons, and
could not hear any sound but our own
shouting. It is time to banish these demons.
It is time to stand not with the helmeted
goons who beat protesters, not with those in
the Pentagon who make endless wars, but
with the unarmed demonstrators in Iran who
daily show us what we must become.

The fight of the Iranian people is our fight.
And, perhaps for the first time, we can
match our actions to our ideals. We have no
right under post-Nuremberg laws to occupy
Iraq or Afghanistan. These occupations are
defined by these statutes as criminal "wars
of aggression." They are war crimes. We
have no right to use force, including the
state-sponsored terrorism we unleash on
Iran, to turn the Middle East into a private
gas station for our large oil companies. We
have no right to empower Israel's continuing
occupation of Palestine, a flagrant violation
of international law. The resistance you see
in Iran will not end until Iranians, and all
those burdened with repression in the
Middle East, free themselves from the
tyranny that comes from within and without.
Let us, for once, be on the side of those who
share our democratic ideals.

© 2009 TruthDig.com

Chris Hedges writes a regular column for Truthdig.com .
Hedges graduated from Harvard Divinity School and was
for nearly two decades a foreign correspondent for The

New York Times. He is the author of many books,
including: War Is A Force That Gives Us Meaning , What
Every Person Should Know About War , and American
Fascists: The Christian Right and the War on America.

His most recent book, Empire of lllusion: The End of

Literacy and the Triumph of Spectacle , will be out in
July, but is available for pre-order.
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Washington has never recovered from the
loss of Iran—something our intelligence
services never saw coming. The overthrow
of the shah, the humiliation of the embassy
hostages, the laborious piecing together of
tiny shreds of paper from classified embassy
documents to expose America’s venal role
in thwarting democratic movements in Iran
and the region, allowed the outside world to
see the dark heart of the American empire.
Washington has demonized Iran ever since,
painting it as an irrational and barbaric
country filled with primitive, religious
zealots. But Iranians, as these street protests
illustrate, have proved in recent years far
more courageous in the defense of

democracy than most Americans.
Where were we when our election was
stolen from us in 2000 by Republican
operatives and a Supreme Court that
overturned all legal precedent to anoint
George W. Bush president? Did tens of
thousands of us fill the squares of our major
cities and denounce the fraud? Did we
mobilize day after day to restore
transparency and accountability to our
election process? Did we fight back with the
same courage and tenacity as the citizens of
Iran? Did Al Gore defy the power elite and,
as opposition candidate Mir Hossein
Mousavi has done, demand a recount at the
risk of being killed?

President Obama retreated in his Cairo
speech into our spectacular moral nihilism,
suggesting that our crimes matched the
crimes of Iran, that there is, in his words, "a
tumultuous history between us." He went
on: "In the middle of the Cold War, the
United States played a role in the overthrow
of a democratically elected Iranian
government. Since the Islamic Revolution,
Iran has played a role in acts of hostage-
taking and violence against U.S. troops and
civilians." It all, he seemed to say, balances
out.

I am no friend of the Iranian regime, which
helped create and arm Hezbollah, is
certainly meddling in Iraq, has persecuted
human rights activists, gays, women and

M ol ¥ by Sis YY¥
religious and ethnic minorities, embraces
racism and intolerance and uses its power to
deny popular will. But I do not remember
Iran orchestrating a coup in the United
States to replace an elected government with
a brutal dictator who for decades
persecuted, assassinated and imprisoned
democracy activists. I do not remember Iran
arming and funding a neighboring state to
wage war against our country. Iran never
shot down one of our passenger jets as did
the USS Vincennes-caustically nicknamed
Robocruiser by the crews of other American
vessels-when in June 1988 it fired missiles
at an Airbus filled with Iranian civilians,
killing everyone on board. Iran is not
sponsoring terrorism within the United
States, as our intelligence services currently
do in Iran. The attacks on Iranian soil
include suicide bombings, kidnappings,
beheadings, sabotage and  "targeted
assassinations" of government officials,
scientists and other Iranian leaders. What
would we do if the situation was reversed?
How would we react if Iran carried out these
policies against us?

We are, and have long been, the primary
engine for radicalism in the Middle East.
The greatest favor we can do for democracy
activists in Iran, as well as in Iraq,
Afghanistan, the Gulf and the dictatorships
that dot North Africa, is withdraw our
troops from the region and begin to speak to
Iranians and the rest of the Muslim world in
the civilized language of diplomacy, respect
and mutual interests. The longer we cling to
the doomed doctrine of permanent war the
more we give credibility to the extremists
who need, indeed yearn for, an enemy that
speaks in their crude slogans of nationalist
cant and violence. The louder the Israelis
and their idiot allies in Washington call for
the bombing of Iran to thwart its nuclear
ambitions, the happier are the bankrupt
clerics who are ordering the beating and
murder of demonstrators. We may laugh
when crowds supporting Ahmadinejad call
us "the Great Satan,”" but there is a very
palpable reality that has informed the
terrible algebra of their hatred.



Chris Hedges
Iran Had a Democracy
Before We Took It Away

Iranians do not need or want us to teach
them about liberty and representative
government. They have long embodied this
struggle. It is we who need to be taught. It
was Washington that orchestrated the 1953
coup_to topple Iran’s democratically elected
government, the first in the Middle East,
and install the compliant shah in power. It
was Washington that forced Prime Minister
Mohammed Mossadegh , a man who cared
as much for his country as he did for the
rule of law and democracy, to spend the rest
of his life under house arrest. We gave to
the Iranian people the corrupt regime of the
shah and his savage secret police and the
primitive clerics that rose out of the swamp
of the dictator’s Iran. Iranians know they
once had a democracy until we took it
away.

The fundamental problem in the Middle
East is not a degenerate and corrupt Islam.
The fundamental problem is a degenerate
and corrupt Christendom. We have not
brought freedom and democracy and
enlightenment to the Muslim world. We
have brought the opposite. We have used
the iron fist of the American military to
implant our oil companies in Iraq, occupy
Afghanistan and ensure that the region is
submissive and cowed. We have supported
a government in Israel that has carried out
egregious war crimes in Lebanon and Gaza
and is daily stealing ever greater portions of
Palestinian land. We have established a
network of military bases, some the size of
small cities, in Iraq, Afghanistan, Saudi
Arabia, Turkey and Kuwait, and we have
secured basing rights in the Gulf states of
Bahrain, Qatar, Oman and the United Arab
Emirates. We have expanded our military
operations to  Uzbekistan, Pakistan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Egypt, Algeria and
Yemen. And no one naively believes, except
perhaps us, that we have any intention of
leaving.

We are the biggest problem in the Middle
East. We have through our cruelty and

violence created and legitimized the
Mahmoud Ahmadinejads and the Osama bin
Ladens. The longer we lurch around the
region dropping iron fragmentation bombs
and seizing Muslim land the more these
monsters, reflections of our own distorted
image, will proliferate. The theologian
Reinhold Niebuhr wrote that “the most
significant moral characteristic of a nation is
its hypocrisy.” But our hypocrisy no longer
fools anyone but ourselves. It will ensure
our imperial and economic collapse.

The history of modern Iran is the history of
a people battling tyranny. These tyrants
were almost always propped up and funded
by foreign powers. This suppression and
distortion  of  legitimate = democratic
movements over the decades resulted in the
1979 revolution that brought the Iranian
clerics to power, unleashing another tragic
cycle of Iranian resistance.

“The central story of Iran over the last 200
years has been national humiliation at the
hands of foreign powers who have
subjugated and looted the country,” Stephen
Kinzer , the author of “All the Shah’s Men:
An American Coup and the Roots of Middle
East Terror,” told me. “For a long time the
perpetrators were the British and Russians.
Beginning in 1953, the United States began
taking over that role. In that year, the
American and British secret services
overthrew an elected government, wiped
away Iranian democracy, and set the
country on the path to dictatorship.”

“Then, in the 1980s, the U.S. sided with
Saddam Hussein in the Iran-Iraq war,
providing him with military equipment and
intelligence that helped make it possible for
his army to kill hundreds of thousands of
Iranians,” Kinzer said. “Given this history,
the moral credibility of the U.S. to pose as a
promoter of democracy in Iran is close to
nil.

Especially ludicrous is the sight of people in
Washington calling for intervention on
behalf of democracy in Iran when just last
year they were calling for the bombing of
Iran. If they had had their way then, many
of the brave protesters on the streets of
Tehran today—the ones they hold up as
heroes of democracy—would be dead now.”



During his past four years in office,
Ahmadinejad has ramped up Iran's anti-
imperialist rhetoric and posed himself as a
leader of the Islamic world. That accounts for
his fiery rhetoric against Israel and his denial
of the Holocaust. (Officially, Ahmadinejad
"questions" the Holocaust and says "more
study is necessary." That reminds me of the
creationists who say there needs to be more
study because evolution is only a theory.) As
pointed out by the opposition candidates,
Ahmadinejad's rhetoric about Israel and Jews
has only alienated people around the world
and made it more difficult

for the Palestinians.

But in the real world, Ahmadinejad has done
nothing to support the Palestinians other than
sending some funds to Hamas. Despite
rhetoric from the U.S. and Israel, Iran has little
impact on a struggle that must be resolved by
Palestinians and Israelis themselves.

So comparing Ahmadinejad with Chavez or
Evo Morales is absurd. I have reported from
both Venezuela and Bolivia numerous times.
Those countries have genuine mass
movements that elected and kept those leaders
in power. They have implemented significant
reforms that benefitted workers and farmers.
Ahmadinejad has introduced 24% annual
inflation and high unemployment.

As for the position of Venezuela and President
Hugo Chavez, they are simply wrong.

On a diplomatic level, Venezuela and Iran
share some things in common. Both are under
attack from the U.S., including past efforts at
"regime change." Venezuela and other
governments around the world will have to
deal with Ahmadinejad as the de facto
president, so questioning the election could
cause diplomatic problems.

But that's no excuse. Chavez has got it exactly
backward. The popular movement in the
streets will make Iran stronger as it rejects
outside interference from the U.S. or anyone
else.

This is no academic debate or simply fodder
for bored bloggers. Real lives are at stake. A
repressive government has killed at least 17
Iranians and injured hundreds.

The mass movement may not be strong
enough to topple the system today but is
sowing the seeds for future struggles.

M ol ¥ by Sis Yv5

The leftist critics must answer the question:
Whose side are you on?

Freelance foreign correspondent Reese Erlich
covered the recent elections in Iran and their
aftermath. He is the author of The Iran
Agenda: the Real Story of U.S. Policy and the
Middle East Crisis.

(Polipoint Press)
Published on Monday, June 29, 2009 by Common Dreams.org
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on two days notice, mobilized its nefarious
networks? Does the CIA even have the kind of
extensive networks that would be necessary to
control or even influence such a movement?
That simultaneously gives the CIA too much
credit and underestimates the independence of
the mass movement.

As for the charge that the CIA is providing
advanced technology like Twitter,
pleaaaaaase.
In my commentary carried on Reuters, I point
out that the vast majority of Iranians have no
access
to Twitter and that the demonstrations were
mostly organized by cell phone and word of
mouth.
Many Iranians do watch foreign TV channels
via satellite. A sat dish costs only about $100
with no monthly fees, so they are affordable
even to the working class. Iranians watched
BBC, VOA and other foreign channels in
Farsi, leading to government assertions of
foreign instigation of the demonstrations. By
that logic, Ayatollah Khomeini received
support from Britain in the 1979 revolution
because of BBC radio's critical coverage of
the despotic Shah.
Frankly, based on my observations, no one
was leading the demonstrations. During the
course of the week after the elections, the
mass movement evolved from one protesting
vote fraud into one calling for much broader
freedoms. You could see it in the changing
composition of the marches. There were not
only upper middle class kids in tight jeans and
designer sun glasses. There were growing
numbers of workers and women in very
conservative chadors.
Iranian youth particularly resented President
Ahmadinejad's support for religious militia
attacks on unmarried young men and women
walking together and against women not
covering enough hair with their hijab.
Workers resented the 24 percent annual
inflation that robbed them of real wage
increases. Independent trade unionists were
fighting for decent wages and for the right to
organize.
Some demonstrators wanted a more moderate
Islamic government. Others advocated a
separation of mosque and state, and a return to
parliamentary democracy they had before the
1953 coup. But virtually everyone believes
that Iran has the right to develop nuclear
power, including enriching uranium. Iranians
support the Palestinians in their fight against

Israeli occupation, and they want to see the
U.S. get out of Iraq.

So if they CIA was manipulating the
demonstrators, it was doing a piss poor job.

Of course, the CIA would like to have
influence in Iran. But that's a far cry from
saying it does have influence. By proclaiming
the omnipotence of U.S. power, the leftist
critics ironically join hands with Ahmadinejad
and the reactionary clerics who blame all
unrest on the British and U.S.

3. Assertion: Ahmadinejad is a nationalist-
populist who opposes U.S. imperialism
Efforts to overthrow him only help the U.S.
James Petras wrote: "Ahmadinejad's strong
position on defense matters contrasted with
the pro-Western and weak defense posture of
many of the campaign propagandists of the
opposition...."

"Ahmadinejad's electoral success, seen in
historical comparative perspective should not
be a surprise. In similar electoral contests
between nationalist-populists against pro-
Western liberals, the populists have won. Past
examples include Peron in Argentina and,
most recently, Chavez of Venezuela, [and]
Evo Morales in Bolivia."

Venezuela's Foreign Ministry wrote on its
website:

"The Bolivarian Government of Venezuela
expresses its firm opposition to the vicious
and unfounded campaign to discredit the
institutions of the Islamic Republic of Iran,
unleashed from outside, designed to roil the
political climate of our brother country.

From Venezuela, we denounce these acts of
interference in the internal affairs of the
Islamic Republic of Iran, while demanding an
immediate halt to the maneuvers to threaten
and destabilize the Islamic Revolution."

From 1953-1979, the Shah of Iran brutally
repressed his own people and aligned himself
with the U.S. and Israel. After the 1979
Islamic Revolution, Iran brutally repressed its
own people and broke its alliance with the
U.S. and Israel. That apparently causes
confusion for some on the left.

I have written numerous articles and books
criticizing U.S. policy on Iran, including Bush
administration efforts to overthrow the Islamic
government. The U.S. raises a series of phony
issues, or exaggerates problems, in an effort to
impose its domination on Iran. (Examples
include Iran's nuclear power program, support



planned to use text messaging to communicate
local vote tallies to a central location. The
government shut down SMS messaging!

So the vote count was entirely dependent on a
government tally by officials sympathetic to
the incumbent.

I heard many anecdotal accounts of voting
boxes arriving pre-stuffed and of more ballots
being printed than are accounted for in the
official registration numbers.

It seems unlikely that the Iranian government
will allow  meaningful appeals or
investigations into the various allegations
about vote rigging.

A study by two professors at Chatham House
and the Institute of Iranian Studies at
University of St. Andrews, Scotland, took a
close look at the official election results and
found some major discrepancies. For
Ahmadinejad to have sustained his massive
victory in one third of Iran's provinces, he
would have had to carry all his supporters, all
new voters, all voters previously voting
centrist and about 44% of previous reformist
voters.

files/14234_iranelection0609.pdf

Keep in mind that Ahmadinejad's victory
takes place in the context of a highly rigged
system. The Guardian Council determines
which candidates may run based on their
Islamic qualifications. As a result, no woman
has ever been allowed to campaign for
president and sitting members of parliament
were disqualified because they had somehow
become un-Islamic.

The constitution of Iran created an
authoritarian theocracy in which various
elements of the ruling elite could fight out
their differences, sometimes through elections
and parliamentary debate, sometimes through
violent repression. Iran is a classic example of
how a country can have competitive elections
without being democratic.

2. Assertion: The U.S. has a long history of
meddling in Iran, so it must be behind the
current unrest.

Jeremy R. Hammond writes in the progressive
website Foreign Policy Journal:

"[G]iven the record of U.S. interference in the
state affairs of Iran and clear policy of regime
change, it certainly seems possible, even
likely, that the U.S. had a significant role to
play in helping to bring about the recent
turmoil in an effort to undermine the
government of the Islamic Republic.

YSHI JURIEN
2009/06/23 /has-the-u-s-played-a-role-in-
fomenting-unrest-during-irans-election/
Eric Margolis, a columnist for Quebecor
Media Company in Canada and a contributor
to The Huffington Post, wrote:
"While the majority of protests we see in
Tehran are genuine and spontaneous, Western
intelligence agencies and media are playing a
key role in sustaining the uprising and
providing communications, including the
newest electronic method, via Twitter.
These are covert techniques developed by the
US during recent revolutions in Ukraine and
Georgia that brought pro-US governments to
power." Both authors cite numerous cases of
the U.S. using covert means to overthrow
legitimate governments. The CIA engineered
large demonstrations, along with
assassinations and terrorist bombings, to cause
confusion and overthrow the parliamentary
government of Iran' Prime Minister
Mohammad Mossadegh in 1953. The U.S.
used similar methods in an effort to overthrow
Hugo Chavez in Venezuela in 2002. (For
more details, see my book, Dateline Havana:
The Real Story of US Policy and the Future of
Cuba .)
datelinehavana/ Hammond cites my book The
Iran Agenda and my interview on Democracy
Now to show that the Bush Administration
was training and funding ethnic minorities in
an effort to overthrow the Iranian government
in 2007.
All the arguments are by analogy and
implication. Neither the above two authors,
nor anyone else of whom I am aware, offers
one shred of evidence that the Obama

YYA

Administration has engineered, or even
significantly ~ influenced, the  current
demonstrations.

Let's look at what actually happened on the
ground. Tens of millions of Iranians went to
bed on Friday, June 12, convinced that either
Mousavi had won the election outright or that
there would be runoff between him and
Ahmadinejad. They woke up Saturday
morning and were stunned. "It was a coup
d'etat," several friends told me.

The anger cut across class lines and went well
beyond Mousavi's core base of students,
intellectuals and the well-to-do.

Within two days hundreds of thousands of
people were demonstrating peacefully in the
streets of Tehran and other major cities. Could
the CIA have anticipated the vote count, and



Reese Erlich
Iran and Leftist Confusion

When I returned from covering the Iranian
elections recently, I was surprised to find my
email box filled with progressive authors,
academics and bloggers bending the mselves
into knots about the current crisis in Iran. They
cite the long history of U.S. interference in Iran
and conclude that the current unrest there must
be sponsored or manipulated by the Empire.

That comes as quite a shock to those risking
their lives daily on the streets of major Iranian
cities fighting for political, social and
economic justice. Some of these authors have
even cited my book, The Iran Agenda, as a
source to prove U.S. meddling. Whoa there,
pardner. Now we're getting personal. The large
majority of American people, particularly
leftists and progressives, are sympathetic to the
demonstrators in Iran, oppose Iranian
government repression and also oppose any
U.S. military or political interference in that
country. But a small and vocal number of
progressives are questioning that view,
including authors writing for Monthly Review
online, Foreign Policy Journal , and prominent
academics such as retired professor James
Petras.

They mostly argue by analogy. They correctly
cite numerous examples of CIA efforts to
overthrow  governments, sometimes by
manipulating mass demonstrations. But past
practice is no proof that it's happening in this
particular case. Frankly, the multi-class
character of the most recent demonstrations,
which arose quickly and spontaneously, were
beyond the control of the reformist leaders in
Iran, let alone the CIA.

Let's assume for the moment that the U.S. was
trying to  secretly  manipulate  the
demonstrations for its own purposes. Did it
succeed? Or were the protests reflecting 30
years of cumulative anger at a reactionary
system that oppresses workers, women, and
ethnic minorities, indeed the vast majority of
Iranians? Is President Mahmood Ahmadinejad

a "nationalist-populist," as claimed by some,
and therefore an ally against U.S. domination
around the world? Or is he a repressive,
authoritarian leader who actually hurts the
struggle against U.S. hegemony?

Let's take a look. But first a quick note.

As far as I can tell none of these leftist critics
have actually visited Iran, at least not to report
on the recent uprisings. Of course, one can
have an opinion about a country without first-
hand experience there. But in the case of recent
events in Iran, it helps to have met people. It
helps a lot.

The left-wing Doubting Thomas arguments
fall into three broad categories.

1. Assertion: President Mahmood
Ahmadinejad won the election, or at a
minimum, the opposition hasn't proved
otherwise.

Michael Veiluva, Counsel at the Western
States Legal Foundation (representing his own
views) wrote on the Monthly Review website:
"[U.S. peace groups] are quick to denounce
the elections as ‘massively fraudulent' and
generally subscribe to the ‘mad mullah'
stereotype of the current political system in
Iran.

There is a remarkable convergence between
the tone of these statements and the American
right who are hypocritically beating their
chests over Iran's ‘stolen’ election.

Bartle Professor (Emeritus) of Sociology at
Binghamton University, New York, James
Petras wrote:

"[N]ot a single shred of evidence in either
written or observational form has been
presented either before or a week after the vote
count. During the entire electoral campaign, no
credible (or even dubious) charge of voter
tampering was raised."

Actually, Iranians themselves were very
worried about election fraud prior to the vote
count. When I covered the 2005 elections,
Ahmadinejad barely edged out Mehdi Karoubi
in the first round of elections. Karoubi raised
substantive arguments that he was robbed of
his place in the runoff due to vote fraud. But
under Iran's clerical system, there's no
meaningful appeal. So, as he put it, he took his
case to God.

On the day of the 2009 election, election
officials illegally barred many opposition
observers from the polls. The opposition had
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Stop the Suppression of the Iranian people

The Iranian people's outcry for freedom is a reaction to
30 years of suppression of their freedom of speech and
the repression of their human rights. Their cry calls on
all freedom-loving people, democratic institutions and
governments to unite in condemning the latest anti-
democratic actions of the Iranian regime.

We, the Iranian writers, who have witnessed numerous
acts of injustice by the Islamic Republic aimed at
suppressing the most basic human rights of our people,
and who subsequently live in exile or migration while
standing together with the honorable Iranian people
(especially the intelligent youth who are voicing, in the
most peaceful manner, their demands for freedom,
social justice and democracy in Iran) appeal to you, the
writers and scholars of the world, to help them by
demanding an immediate end to the Islamic Republic's
widespread suppression of the Iranian people.

Ingvar Ambjarnsen, Rene Appel, Kurt Aust, Cunstein Bake, Tore
G. Bareksten, Jana Beronova, Thomas Marco Blatt, Eivor M
Bergun-Harstad, Bjarte Breiteig, Bjorn Andeas Bull-Hansen, Jack
Callom, Henning Kramer Dahl, Tor Edvin Dahl, Bjern Jonson
Dale, Annebelle Despard, Tom Egeland, Hanneke Eggels, Bernt
Eggen, Torgrim Eggen, Rolf Enger, Farnk Eriksen, Jon Qystein
Flink, Jon Fosse, Wael Phlip Gallab, Jennifer Health, Vigdis
Hjorth, Paal-Helge Haugen, Hans Herbjernsrud, Kristian S.
Haggernes, ©Qivind Hanes, Cornelius Jakhelln, Roy Jacobsen,
Walid Kuasi, Jan Kjerstad, Arve Kleiva, Odd Klippenvag, Hester
Knibbe, Ingar Knudtsen, Terje Holtet Larsen, Aasne Linnesta, Liv
Lundberg, Stein Erik Lunde, Arne Lyger, Ingri Lennebotn, Micode
Mace, Enel Melberg, Magnar Mikkelsen, Frank Stubb Micaelsen,
Magnar Mikkelsen, Zorica Mitic, Marit Nicolaysen, Henrik Nor-
Hansen, Knut Naerum, Jan Chr. Nass, Marten Harry Olsen,
@ystein Orten, Torgeir Rebolledo Pedersen, Lars Ramslie, Ove
Rosbak, Eugene Schougin (and International Secretary of
International PEN), Andrew Shelling, Tone Dleditsch Stabel,
Hermann Starheimsater, Peter Swenborn, Orten Trovag, Jan Ove
Ulstein, Linn Cecilies Ulvin, Sylvelin Vatle, Knut @degéard, Anne
Waldman.
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