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Kevin Attel, New York: Zone Books, 2009, pp. 7-8.
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3. The Man Without Content, Giorgio Agamben, trans. Georgia Albert, Stanford, CA:

Stanford University Press, 1999.

4. Minima Moralia: Reflections from Damaged Life, Theodor W. Adorno, trans. E.F.N.

Jephcott, London: Verso, 1978.

iz- Profanations, Giorgio Agamben, trans. Jeff Fort, New York: Zone Books, 2007, p. 83.
- ibid.

' Giorgio Agamben: A Critical Introduction, p. 86.

"%_ ibid.
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2 "Theses on the Philosophy of History", llluminations, Walter Benjamin, trans. Harry

Zohn, Great Britain: Jonathan Cape Ltd., 1970, p. 258.

?I_The Man Without Content, pp. 112-114.

22_ Giorgio Agamben: A Critical Introduction, p. 14.

3_ “Idea of Thought” in Idea of Prose, Giorgio Agamben, trans. Michael Sullivan and Sam

Whitsitt, Albany, NY: State University of New York, 1995, pp. 103-104.
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luggage. But I saw you were peeping, furtively looking through the gap
between the washroom door and the wall. Didn’t you know that people in
Canada are used to smile even if they are mad at each other? Then you
said, "The officer was a good guy, wasn’t he?”” But | knew you were

asking that on purpose, to show you had caught me in the act.

I remember when we walked in the snow sharing one umbrella. You
said we were close enough to live under the same umbrella. As it turned
out, we can’t even live together under the same sky. That day in the
morning, when you were supposed to get ready for work, you kept
smoking on the porch; it was obvious that you were up to something. I
went to my work and made a phone call to yours. They said you hadn’t
shown up yet. Then you called me and said, I have a big surprise for
you.” I cheered because I thought you finally were back to your normal
life, like those past years. ”Don’t come back alone. Bring someone with
yourself because the gift is REEEEALLY big. You’ll need help.” And
you hung up. I got anxious, so I called the police right away.

Your mind was a one-way road. Things came out of it but nothing
could get in. You just made your decisions without a dialogue. Your last
letter, your testament, is a one-way road too. You wrote, ”"Unexplainable.
I just did it. I had to.”

Well, you did the right thing, love! I can’t blame you for doing it. But
I could explain if you liked. You never were in favor of explanation.
Thanks for not involving me in police things. Let me go now. I have a lot
to do. Remember the poplars? One of them decayed. The other one is
alone now. I have to plant a new one.
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You wanted me to be a part of you. A subordinate part. You started
dictating what I could or could not do. Did what I said about my clothes
drive you crazy to do that thing to yourself after that quarrel you picked?
You said, ”Great. Going out topless?”

Of course I wasn’t going out topless. I was wearing a sleeveless top. It
was then that I closed my eyes and opened my mouth. ”Yes. I like to
show my body to everybody, my own body, to anybody. I want people to
look at me, at my face, at my neck, at my cheeks, at my tits. Yes, I like
that. I want to be naked,” I yelled. You made me cry those words, but I
didn’t mean them.

You drove me, pushed me to say that. You left no room for me to
have my choices. I wish you had summarized your decrees to ten
commands. But you issued one command for every move of mine:
”What’s that gaudy blouse you’re wearing?”” or ”Don’t be so frivolous to
dance at such a party,” ”Why are you laughing and joking with that
shallow guy?” You see? Your questions and commands drove me crazy to
shout out, "My eyes, my tongue, my neck, my legs are mine. Don’t tell
me what to do with them. I do whatever I like with my body.”

You became what we had escaped and what we hated. You became
one of them. They wanted us to put on hijab, a head to toe clothing, and
we escaped that. They wanted us not to dance or sing, and we hated that.
They wanted us not to kiss each other on the street, and we hated that.
They wanted us not to swim in the beach and we hated that. You became
like that patrol who yelled at you, "Hey you! Free her hand. She’s not
going to get lost,” ordering you not hold my hand, but you kept doing so.
You called back to him, ”That’s none of your business.” He called his
colleague to take you to detention center. I wanted you to apologize, but
you said, I would proudly undergo whipping and jail because it’s the
easiest way to show my love to you.”

You were different when we still were boyfriend and girlfriend.
Remember the party at your uncle’s? You were drunk and dancing
nonstop? You pulled me to the middle of the hall and sang, ”Shake your
body. Ah, shake your body,” or ”Shake your buttocks.” Can’t remember
what it exactly was. Whatever it was, I refused. I didn’t like to shake my
body or buttocks. You were insisting, till your mom finally saved me.
You suddenly decided to care for the norms and values we escaped, as
soon as we arrived at the airport. Your melancholy showed up right after
our arrival. You went to the washroom, leaving me alone with the
customs officer who was checking our immigration documents and
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”You better call that TV bullock to sleep with you bitch,” you called back
to me. Didn’t you know how expensive the TV bullocks were?

You never came back to sleep on our comfortable double, yes, once a
double bed, but single now. You didn’t look at what you, yourself, used to
do. You went out with your friends, came back high, dead-drunk after
midnight. Did I ever ask where you had been? It was obvious, of course.
When sober, you sat at that window and smoked cigarettes, not saying a
word. You were busy, working out how many boyfriends I had. You
could have been Albert Einstein the Second if you had thought about the
solar system instead of thinking about inventing new ways to spy on me.
Every time you came home, you tried the redial button of the phone set to
see if [ had made a suspicious phone call, checked all the messages even
if the answering machine said there were no new messages. Remember
when you found a message for me from an unknown caller? You thought
you had caught me finally. When I went to the bathroom, you dialed the
number, changed your bass voice to a high voice like mine and said, ”Hi.
This is Sarah. Did you leave me a message?”’

I was listening to you. After a short pause, you said, ’So sorry, I’ll pay
it as soon as tomorrow morning.”

How skillfully you copied my voice! You could be a good actor, take
arole in any Hollywood movie, yes, any movie.

Why you were so jealous of me? Was love the reason? I don’t think
so. You knew nothing about love. It was a quantitative matter for you
rather than a qualitative one. Your love showed up once or twice a week,
at most. You turned to love as often as you turned to your condoms.

Even in the first year of our marriage, in the honey year, you didn’t
count me in your calculations. You made your decisions on everything
without asking me about my ideas. You used to say, "We want that.” Or
”We don’t like that.” That was why I refused to come to your mom’s
party that night. You suddenly turned toward me and said, ’Sarah, get
ready for a party. We’re invited. At my mom’s place.”

And T said, ”No, I can’t. I’d rather watch my favorite TV show
tonight.”

”The party is for us. I promised on behalf of both of us,” you said.

”Did you check with me before?” I asked.

”I didn’t need to. I knew we’d be free,” you replied.

”Why did you promise on behalf of me?” I asked.

”Because I don’t think we are two different individuals. We are parts
of each other,” you answered.
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they found out, I would have been stoned to death. Wasn’t that a sign of
my love? Why did I do it? To be with you. It was midnight. I couldn’t go
to sleep. I called you and asked you to come over. You said that you
couldn’t because you had no excuse to tell my mom. Forty minutes later, I
was knocking at your window. You couldn’t believe it. Your mom heard
the noise and came downstairs. I hid myself in the closet. She asked you,
”What’s going on here? What’s this noise after midnight? The music is
too loud. Were you talking to yourself?”

I couldn’t help laughing. She was disappointed. I came out of the
closet. She was kind to me. She kissed me and left us alone.

But you have forgotten everything. You intrusively showed up at my
work because you thought I might have been betraying you. What kind of
a place did you think I worked in? A harem? A cat-house? You appeared
at the door suddenly. I was doing my job, styling a man’s hair. I thought
something might be wrong because you weren’t supposed to show up
there at that time. You wanted to know who that man was. I took you to a
coffee shop to let you yell at me. You were stirring your coffee, your eyes
like two bowls full of blood. ”Did you say to your new boy friend you
had a poor husband?”

Why? Because you had seen me cutting that man’s hair once before.
Is it my fault that customers prefer me to cut their hair? What is your
suggestion? Should I tell my customers: Dear Valued Customer, Please
Don’t Come Back to Me Next Time. Never See You Again.

You said you could infer that something was wrong with me because |
had become embarrassed when I saw you. You were wrong. I explained
that I was disappointed because I thought something might have
happened to you. What if my customer was a woman? Yes. You could
say I was a lesbian or had become one recently. You know, when you
look at the world through a black filter, you see everything dark or gray.
You even accused me of wanting to make love with TV actors. Tele-
Loving maybe, because I could never see one of them physically. You
started the game yourself and I only played it back as you did. First you
pointed to the actress and said, "Wow! Look at her cheeks, those big
muscular cheeks in tight shorts, wow!”

Yes, you said that about the actress on that TV show. Then I replied; I
said the same thing about the actor of the film. ”Don’t you see that guy’s
protruding muscles?” You got up and left the bed and sulked on the couch
in the living room. Two hours later, I called you to come back to the bed.
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prickled my face. I couldn’t even rub my itchy face because I didn’t want
you to think that it bothered me. You said you wanted me and I was your
future.

Did we plan or calculate this too? No, we didn’t. You were up all the
night and in the morning you didn’t come to the breakfast table. Not even
a cup of tea you wanted to drink. ”You look tired. A headache again?” I
asked.

”A headache again?” you mocked me and staggered to the bathroom. I
thought you were going to take a shower and shave your gray beard off. I
was wrong. You came out without even having washed your face. I was
getting ready to go to my work. You went to the porch to smoke. It
seemed as if you would never have to go to work at all.

You said I had changed since we arrived at Vancouver Airport. But |
didn’t. You did. You changed as soon as I changed my clothes. I was the
same as before. But I saw your eyes widen, and you looked at me like a
stranger. The only change was my clothing, and you changed because |
changed my clothes. Did you expect me to wear a headdress here in
Canada? You idiot!

What kind of a woman did you think I was? In all these years, your
only business was to sneak about me: like managers send secret shoppers
to check their salespeople, you sent your fink friends to spy on me at
work. That squat, stinker, bald friend of yours hung around my workplace
every day. Didn’t you send him? He thought I didn’t know he was your
friend. I had seen him with you drinking beer at your other friend’s pizza
shop before. He came to the shop frequently for different reasons: "How
much is that shampoo? Do you sell a shaving cream called Old Spice?”
He came in to have his hair-cut once every two weeks. He didn’t need a
hair-cut at all because he had no hair on his head. I’'m sure he would never
have had a hair-cut if he had to pay for it himself. Remember the night
you accused me of flirting with a pale man while cutting his hair? Your
spy had told you. I'm sure he did. He lied; you know? Lied. Every time
he came to the shop, you picked a quarrel about the customers I had had
on that day. You drank beer with your old pals and told them such fake
tales about your wife — your illusions about me being a cheater. Then you
asked them to help you to spy on me. Great! They helped. Don’t you see
that? Take it now. Take what you deserve. What you did to yourself was a
result of their help.

We loved each other. No doubt about it. At least I loved you. Didn’t I risk
my life coming to your place when we weren’t legally married yet? If
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I knew you were going to do something. You were up all night, sitting at
the window, staring at the two poplars in the backyard. Yes, you stared at
the trees whose trunks were decayed. Let me tell you, one of the poplars
collapsed in a windstorm. I was sneakily watching you from my bed. You
lit up one cigarette after another. Were you the same man with whom I
used to walk all the way home from university? Drinking, singing, eating,
kissing and cheering on the way home, were those two us? Saying no to
the taxi drivers, were those two us?

I was watching the Milky Way come out of a burning lone star, curl
around the dark gray of your head, get annihilated in the black space.
Were you recalling those days too?

I feel my heart race as I remember the day you approached me after
the marketing class and said, ”Don’t you know that snowy afternoons are
not good for learning marketing techniques? Let’s get out of here.” We
headed out. ”Let’s catch a bus or a taxi,” I said.

”Don’t you feel like walking? It’s for us today. I’ll walk you home.”

I don’t have my umbrella,” I said.

”I have one. We can share it.” You opened your umbrella and held it
over my head.

”One umbrella for two people?” I asked.

”We are close enough to live under the same umbrella, aren’t we?”
You stuck yourself to me. I knew that the umbrella didn’t cover your left
shoulder; a white layer of snow did cover it. ”Let it snow; let it snow ...”
we sang together.

You bought us hot chocolate, and we smoked cigarettes. It was the first
time ever I smoked. I did it only because you asked me to. After three
hours we arrived at our home and you stayed over. So we chatted,
laughed and danced all through the night. We even planned our future
then. What a plan! You rubbed your moustache, took your glasses off and
walked toward the window, ”Future? Plan?”” You asked and lit a cigarette.
”Never thought of a plan.” You walked back to me and gazed at me in the
eyes, ”The only thing I can think of is you. You are my future.” And then,
my first love-kiss. I don’t know which of yours. But now, what I can
remember is your barbed face, your two days unshaven beard that
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from a theological perspective with its intimation of confession and
forgiveness and its association with amnesty and impunity. Both
Vinjamuri and VanAntwerpen emphasized that Tutu’s take is heterodox
and international human rights lawyers are more concerned with the duty
to prosecute, but the fact that South Africa succeeded in dealing with its
history under Tutu’s leadership of TRC and Tutu’s continual presence in
reconciliation conferences shows that religion plays an important role in
IR and influences diplomacy. (SSRRPA: 2011).

In conclusion, it is inaccurate to assume that we live in a secular world
and we can treat religious actors as secular. This dismissive attitude
towards religion has prevented diplomats and politicians from facilitating
the policy advantages, and the peace-keeping, peace-making and
reconciliation-promoting potentials of religion. Once politicians and
diplomats come to appreciate the presence of religion along with the
secular, and do away with the notion of absolute secularism in
international relations and diplomacy, they can come up with alternative
policies that can be more successful as they become more comprehensive.
The strength of our diplomacy depends on its correspondence to what is
happening in the world. Religion and religious actors have remained
important players; therefore, their presence must be welcomed and used
to enact better policies and promote peace.
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sociology of religion creates a policy problem, the “national interest
problem” (The Pew Forum on Religion & Public Life 2007). He believes
that religion can be considered as a policy matter (Farr 2008). The
importance of religion as a policy tool and a matter of security or national
interest testify to the power of religion. Religious actors in turn are also
very important because their activism is inspired by religion. States
should acknowledge religious actors’ religiosity and engage them since
they are inspired by religious ideas that are matters of national and
security interests.

Religious actors and religion can and do play a major role in
emergency relief, peacemaking and peacekeeping missions, and
reconciliation processes. The interpretation of religious doctrines and
sacred scriptures by militant leaders calling for war against the unfaithful
is just one interpretation among others. All religions have a wealth of
sources teaching the incompatibility of violence and faith, and asking for
sacrifices for peace and respect for believers of other religions. In fact,
Appleby argues that this civilizing dimension of the sacred should be
facilitated in peace-building missions. He states “within each of [the]
great traditions, notwithstanding their profound substantive differences,
one can trace a moral trajectory challenging adherents to greater acts of
compassion, forgiveness, and reconciliation” (In Hasenclever and
Rittberger 2000: 666-7). During the peace process for Mozambique to end
its civil war, the international community learned that NGOs can
contribute positively to the solution of conflicts, and under specific
circumstances, they might be able to play the leading role in conflict
resolution initiatives. NGOs can offer new possibilities for adversaries
who are willing to compromise and genuinely sue for peace. The
Community of Sant’Egidio, an international Roman Catholic association
that, played an important role in bringing about peace in Mozambique.
Moreover, before the beginning of the peace talk between the government
and the opposition in Mozambique the religious leaders started to
promote peace talks (Bartoli 1999: 255-7).

Moreover, humanitarianism and its hope to help people to progress have
also been religious projects for many people. The desire to emulate Christ
and push forward for progress remains significant in humanitarian actions
today. Emergency relief and peacekeeping projects are still significant
projects for religious people and organizations (as well as others), but
they are sometimes structured “in terms of ministering to the needs of
people in the secular world” (Calhoun et al. 2011: 14). Furthermore,
VanAntwerpen stated that archbishop Desmund Tutu’s take on the Truth
and Reconciliation Committee (TRC) in South Africa and its success was
influenced by his religious beliefs. Tutu saw reconciliation
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trajectories of secularism, seperationist laicisim and accomodationist
Judeo-Christian tradition, suggests that ”the modern secular order rests on
a religious foundation” (Barnet 2011: 102). Since the mixing of politics
and religion is perilous and not rational, Laicists are committed to
expelling religion from the public sphere. Judeo-Christian secularists, on
the other hand, do not try to expel religion from public sphere. Judeo-
Christian characteristic disposition and cultural instincts are considered to
have played a part in the unique Western achievement of separation of
state and church. The separation of church and state softens sectarian
divisions between Christian sects while retains the civilizational
supremacy of Christianity (Hurd 2011: 5-6). Barnet maintains, that in this
view, religion becomes either an ingredient of Western secularism or
makes Western secularism feasible. According to this interpretation “’the
religious is part of the secular.”” He goes on to maintain that many
‘secular’ global institutions have religious genesis and continue to retain
religious significance for many different groups (2011: 103-9). The
aforementioned examples show that it is not sound judgment to separate
the religious from the secular to analyze how different actors influence IR
and diplomacy because religion and secular is not a binary.

Rarely can you label something as purely secular or religious. Events,
institutions and actions can have both religious and secular significance.
For example, environmentalism can be seen as “stewardship of God’s
creation” or in an entirely immanent frame (Calhoun et al. 2011: 20).
However, IR theorists write about a liberal world order and equate
liberalism with secularism. Charles Taylor argues that an immanent order
was the great invention of Western culture. The immanent whose works
could be systematically explicated and understood on its own terms,
leaves open the question whether this order had a deeper importance.
However, the immanent could never get rid of all the vestiges of the
transcendental because people have a continuous need to relate to
something bigger than themselves. It permits them to consider themselves
connected to the world (In Barnet 2011: 103-4). The immanent and the
transcendental could be together; therefore, it is difficult to label an actor
solely a religious or secular actor. They coexist with each other.

Religion and Diplomacy:

Religion has direct effect on national and security interests of nation-
states and can be used as a policy matter. Shattuck believes that religion is
becoming a motivating factor in international relations, cultural, economic
and political affairs. Therefore, it is “profoundly in our national interest,
and our security interest, to come to grips with religion as a motivational
force” (The Pew Forum on Religion & Public Life 2007). Echoing the
same sentiment, Farr maintains that lack of knowledge about the
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such as education, healthcare, and social control. Stripped of their main
social purposes, religious institutions would gradually fade away (Norris
and Inglehard 2004: 7-9). Sciences, technologies, and specialized
institutions were expected to marginalize the role of religion, religious
actors, and institutions.

IR theorists expected the world to move toward secularization.
However, this has never been happened. With some exceptions, the world
is “as furiously religious as it ever was, and in some places more so than
ever” (Berger 1999: 2). Religion transcends the unit boundaries of states.
It is a compelling source of motivation, a driving force incomparable with
many other sources in politics. Religion is older than the state and
encompasses all of life, not only politics. It involves social norms; norms
that are supercharged by divine authority, and are absolute, and irrefutable
(Snyder, SSRRPA, 2011). This historical superiority, legitimizing
capability, and transnational nature of religion, in Shah and Philpott’s
words, “give[s] it the potential to make significant impacts on world
politics” (In Cochran and Snyder 2011: 203). Religion has not lost its
relevance at all. Shattuck contends that religious beliefs are thriving all
over the world with a few exceptions (The Pew Forum on Religion &
Public Life 2007) and Farr states that the world is “overflowing” with
religious movements and communities, and there is little reason to believe
this will change (2008). Religion drives the behavior of governments and
people in significant ways. It can act as multiplier of both constructive
and destructive behavior, with stronger results (Farr 2008). The premise
that we live in a secular world is untrue. The preceding examples
illustrate that religion, religiosity, and religious actors have remained as
powerful as ever in most of the world.

Religious Actors and Conformity to Secular Norms:

Some religious actors prefer to hide their religiosity and use a secular
discourse and identity. They purport to be secular for strategic reasons to
be “consistent with the requirements of international order” (Barnet 2011:
109). Lynch argues that the Global War on Terror (GWT) and Liberal
Market Practices encourage some religious NGOs to use a secular
language to secure funds and reach out to more people who are in need of
aid. The GWT has influenced the ways Muslim NGOs and Muslim aid
workers identify themselves. In her interviews, the Iraqi, Somali and
Palestinian NGO activists, predominantly identified themselves as secular
and then Muslim. Lynch maintains that they may have refused to
acknowledge Islamic principles as the driving force behind their
humanitarian work because of anxieties about Islam in the global war on
terror. Their secular identity can also help their appeal to their Western
donors. However, Christian NGO activists did not hide their religiosity. In
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illustrates how religion and religious actors can play pivotal roles in
diplomacy.

A Secular World?

The idea of conformity to secular norms is not new in IR and
diplomacy. From its inception, the discipline of IR has been defined by
the Peace of Westphalia’s subordination of religion to the state—cuius
regio eius religio (the ruler determines the religion of his realm).
Therefore, in Daniel Philpott’s words, most scholars in the field have
basically presumed the absence of religion in their analysis (In Farr 2008).
IR theories, such as realism, liberalism, and constructivism have not
traditionally dealt with the question of religion and its influence in IR
(Snyder 2011, 1-2). This trend has changed by publication of a couple of
new books (Snyder, 2011; Calhoun et al. 2011) that try to address the
importance of religion in IR. Two factors have led to the IR theorists’
unwillingness to acknowledge the importance of religion. The first factor
is fear. They consider religion to be historically a fundamental source of
war, violence and conflict (Barnet 2011: 93-4). Because religious
governments and groups operate on the basis of transcendental values and
absolute claims, their politics is believed to be driven by different
variables, which are incompatible with a culture of coexistence and
compromise that presumes the imperfection of worldly arrangements and
tries to accommodate them (Guilhot 2007). The second factor is the
significance of religion in IR. Even though religion is treated as a source
of chaos, it is ironically considered at times of little causal importance;
therefore, it is ignored (Barnet 2011: 93-4). Whereas religion is viewed to
be irrational and emotive, secularism is conceived to be its antidote.
Therefore, IR theorists have taken secularism to their heart. The fear of
religion and questions about its causal significance have traditionally
encouraged the IR theorists to believe in a secular international order and
to ignore the significance of religion and religiosity.

Advocates of secularism have traditionally believed that religion was
ephemeral and losing its relevance in a modern world. The rationalist
theory of secularism argues that the Enlightenment initiated a rationalist
worldview based of scientific and technological knowledge of
phenomena. Rationalism would make fundamental claims of the religious
institutions implausible in modern societies. Therefore, religion would
lose its relevance. Moreover, the functionalist theory of secularism
observes that in addition to a system of ideas and beliefs, religion is a
system of actions involving symbolic ceremonies and formal rituals such
as birth, marriage and death. Most societies are now characterized by
functional differentiation, where specialized organizations and
professionals carry out the tasks once conducted by religious institutions
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Azza Karam, the Senior Advisor on Culture at the United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA), made the assertion at the roundtable
discussion on Shared Sovereignty: Rights, Religion and the Problem of
Authority (SSRRPA) at the School of Oriental and African Studies that
religious actors have always played an important role in community-
based projects all over the world: they invariably stay in areas of conflict
even after secular organizations, such as the UN, withdraw their staff; and
they provide between 40 to 70 percent of healthcare and education for the
people. Karam also argued that with the financial crisis hitting all major
donors to the UN, the religious actors that had not heavily relied on
financial help from states and secular organizations would take over many
projects that were traditionally implemented by secular UN agencies and
other organizations. She was concerned that religious actors’ conservative
stance on gender-related issues might jeopardize the attempts to promote
gender equality in the world (2011). The preceding examples illustrate the
power of religious actors and how influential they are. This paper argues
that the presumption that we live in a secularized world is false; therefore,
the overwhelming majority of religious actors do not have to conform to
secular norms. Moreover, since religion has remained an important factor
in many people’s life, we have to facilitate religious actors and their
religiosity in diplomacy.! We start with a review of why religion has
traditionally been marginalized in International Relations (IR) and
diplomacy. After reviewing the concept of secularism, this paper
addresses the prevalence of religion and religiosity. Thereafter, we
investigate the assertion that religious actors must conform to secular
norms. Finally, after problematizing the religion-secular binary, this paper

! Scholars do not agree on a universal definition for religion. This paper uses Monica Duffy
Toft’s definition of religion. According to her, religion is a system of practices and beliefs that
include most, but not necessarily all of the following factors: a belief in a supernatural being,
prayer, a transcendent reality such as heaven and enlightenment, a distinction between
sacred and profane, a view of the world and humanity’s place in it, and a code of conduct in a
temporal community (In Snyder 2011: 3). Moreover, religion and faith are different concepts.
Nevertheless, for the purpose of this essay, religious actors and faith-based operators are
used interchangeably and religion and faith are considered to be the same.
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