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A letter of Khanum Tayerreh, of Teheran, Persia, to her sisters
in America.

He is the Holy, the ABHA!

After giving thanks and praises to the Beloved of the
world, and the Center of the Covenant (May my life and the life
of all the world be a ransom to Him!) O dear falthful Western
sisters, inflamed with the fire of the love of God: Your sweel-
scented, spiritual, unity letter was received. 1t made my heart
glad, my eyes seeing. and I said:

when from a messenger thy book is brought to me,
| prostrate myself at the feet of the messenger and put the

letter on my forehead,

According to the phrase that carrespondence is half of
meeting, although in image we are far from each other, yet in
our heart's eve, in the world of unity and oneness, by the
effects of this unity letter, il is as though we have met our dear,
faithful Western sisters. IL was read in the spiritual gatherings
of Eastern sisters, and by reading it the fire of the love of God
was aflame in the hearis of all; the light of the love of God
enlightened our hearts, the links of unity vibrated, and we said:

*The Beloved has fastened a cord in my neck,
Which cord is made ol His love;

At times He takes me to the shrine,

And at time He takes me away from it,

Pulling me wherever it is his desire.”

O ye dear sisters, inflamed with the love of God, the
tongue is utterly incapable of manifesting the heart-felt
thankfulness of your services, your unily and your troubles. We

beg of you to strengthened and assisted so that, like our dear
Western sisters, we may arise for Lthe Cause of God, Consider, if

you please, how the grace and beneficence of our Lord, His
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Holiness, Abdul Baha, (May my life be a ransom (o the dust of
the feet of His believers) like the rays of the sun, has gathered
us, these scatlered atoms, and made us attracted to each other:
has linked our hearts together so that we are all one spirit in
different bodies. Accordingly. it is incumbent upon us to give
even our lives, If must be, in arder to show our appreciation
and thankfulness for this beneficence and endless blessing,
and, not thinking of ourselves, walk in His path and seek
nothing but His pleasure: chant His praises, so that the

matertal world may become perfumed by His holy fragrances,
and the world of humanity the paradise of God.

Although the awakening of the heedless is one of the most
difficult things, yet, considering the fact that the giving of the
teachings of God is one of the greatest undertakings, we must
have patience, bear all afflictions and hardships, and endeaver
to bring to light those who are in darkness, so that these
unfortunate, astrayed, negligent and uninformed people may be
awakened from deep sleep, and serve in some way their fellow
men, and give drink to these thirsty ones from the fountain of
God's grace.

O dear, faithful sisters, il you were only aware of tLhe
afflictions and persecutions of your Eastern sisters, and with
what troubles and tribulations we lead to the right path the
supersiiious, uneducated and uninformed women, you would
weep for us. And all this is on account of the fact that the
people of Persia, after the departure of Mohammed. were so
unfortunate as to be taught all manner of superstitious ideas by
the Mohammedan priests so that at the present nothing remains
of the teachings of Mohammed except the mere name. The
people, instead of looking to God and His Messengers, look up
to and almost worship the religious leaders. and they have
become so attached Lo these superstitions that it is extremely
difficult for them to give them up.

O ye dear, faithful Western sisters, inflamed with the flre

of God: Indeed a people who have for cenhiries heen afilicted
wilth such absurd superstitions, could not be delivered from
themn except by the grace and beneficence of the Incomparable
Lord ol the universe. O dear and precious sisters, we are all
instruments in the hands of the Alimighty, hence we must, with

all assurance and confldence, stand face to face with the people
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of every nation, and in every clime. We must, by the power of

the confirmation of our Lord, diffuse the fragrances of God, as,
for example, this maid-servant, Tayerreh, for the purpose of
giving the Message, went to a house in which were gathered a
number of heedless ladies of nobility. In that meeting we

argued for a long time as follows:

One of the ladies of nobility said. "Our religious leaders
have said before, and say so now, that belore the appearance of
the promised One, there will appear many signs, after which

the promised COne will became manifest. First, Dajal and his
donkey. The sign of Dajal, himself. is this, that the word

'kaffar’ {or infidel} is written in his forehead, and his name has
seven Kis (k's]. He has four hands; from every hair of his
donkey a different sound will be heard, and from the tail end of

his donkey dates will continually fall, and every step of this
donkey is one mile in distance. In thirty days he will
circumscribe the world. All the springs and pools of water will
dry up. The distance between the two ears of the donkey is
exactly one mile. This, in short, Is one of the signs of his
coming. Another sign is this - for seven years there will be no
vegetation growing upon the earth, and there will be famine.
Still another sign is - every lifeless tree will come to life again.
Gabriel will be found standing in Heaven, and will sound the
trumpet. All the dead of many thousand years will be brought
to life, and Ali, the son of Abu-ta-lib, will look down from the
sun so that all people of the earth will see him, exclaiming,
"Your promised One has manifested Himself and His Voice will
be heard by all the people of the earth. Then the one who
dwells in Jab-ul-ka and Jab-il-sa will ride from Mecca on a
cloud and manifest Himself, In his hand he will have a sharp
sword by which he will kill all the people of the earth.

QO dear sisters, consider that, although these people think
us Bahais to be unclean and infidels, if we try to gainsay their
assertions; they will have us persecuted and even killed:
inform the high priests and other religious leaders of our
infidelity; confiscate our belongings, and even take our lives.
What then can lead them to light except the grace and
beneficence of God?

This maid-servant answered her as follows: O thou

honored khanum (lady), please think for yourself and be just
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and imparttal. Now (his Dajal. with this donkey with those

qualities, in what part of the world does he reside, where is the
stable for such a beast? By what power do those people, who
follow Dajal, travel? If the donkey's steps are one mile apart,
how about the people who follow the donkey? How can they
traverse the whole world in thirty days with this fast going
beast? Furthermore. you say that ail pools and springs of water
will dry up. Is it possible that a single individual in this world
of creation should go without water and live for thirty days?
Agaln, you say for seven years no grass or vegetation of any
kind will grow upon the earth. If that be so, how van the
creatures live without food? Then, for whom is the promised
One (o appear, and what is his mission? Will he come for the
stones and dry earth which has been sterile for seven years. or
for the guidance of the people and lhe renewing of religious
faith? Whom will he kill with his sword? [s it possible for the
withered trees, which have been dead seven years, contrary to
nature, to come to life? How is it possible for dried up bones of
many hundred years to take form again? in your opinion, do
you consider the sun capable of producing heat or not? As we
see thal, notwithstanding the distance between the sun and the
world, on a real warm summer day you could not bear to remain
in the sun for more than five or ten minutes, then how is it
possible for Ali, the son of Abu-ta-lib, in his human form, to
come forth from the sun, whose temperature is beyond our
comprehenslon, and call out? How can we recognize a human
form coming out of the sun from that great distance. when we
cannot recognize a person at a distance of half a mile? Have you
not an idea of dislance, and, furthermore, how can you
recognize Ali, the son of Abu-ta-lib, whom vou have never seen,
and how can you recognize his voice? Now, as to your
contention that the promised One shall ride the cloud: How can
this be, when we know as a fact that a cloud in nothing but
vapor, and how can a human being ride a cloud?

By the drying up of the vegetation and famine is meant the
drying up of the vegetation of religion and love in the hearts of
the people of the world; for, if there does not grow in our hearts
love and the light of faith, the whole world will be in a state of
spiritual famine and pestilence, as you see to a certain degree
in this age,.
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By the rejuvenating of the withered trees is meant that

those men who have lost interest in spiritual affairs will be
awakened into a realization of spiritual things and, thereby will
once more enjoy that happiness which is the result of coming in
contact with one's Creator and holding communion with Him,
and bringing forth spiritual fruit. They were at first spiritually
dead, now they take on a new life and become alive again.
When the spirit of Christhood, or the Holy Spirit, is awakened
within their hearts, then and only then will they enjoy the light
of Faith and attain eternal life and bear fruit.

By the voice of the trumpet is meant the voice of Truth,
which is manifested with every Manifestation of God, and which
in a short time becomes disseminated throughout the world,
and the people come to recognize it.

By the sun is meant the Holy Temple of the Manifestation
of God who appears among men.

The cloud is the body in which the Manifestation of God
manifest Himself, and it is that human body which acts as a veil
between us and the Truth, for that Eternal Sun rides the cloud

of the material body of man.
By the sword is meant the tongue. [t is not the sword

which kills, but it ts the one which gives life to those with
whom it comes in contact, and those who do not become alive
by that sword are spiritually dead. It is not the cutting sword
which you imagine it 1o be. The One whom you are expecting is
a butcher, and not the promised One who comes to give life and
light to the world. If this butcher of yours, with that cutting
sword in hand, should appear and kill alf men, who then, I ask,
would follow him, and in this withered world, without a soul
living in it, what will he do? What will his appearance
accomplish?

In short, they asked questions such as these and made
many superslitious objections until at last the result was that
six of those twenty ladies of nobility present came into the Light
of Truth, and the resi lefi that meeting somewhat disturbed. At
all events, O ye sisters, attracted to the fire of the Love of God,
you have certainly heard how these superstitious people and
these selfish religious leaders have treated us. They have
martyred numerous of our men, cutting their bodies into pieces;

they have killed our infants in a most cruel manner: they have
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plundered our houses, dividing our belongings among
themselves and putting fire to our dwellings and destroying
them; they have carried us into captivity; they have cut our
breasts, and having wrapped our bodles in cloth. have poured
oll on us and burned us at the stake. They have roasied our
fondlings alive in our presence, giving to some, in place of
milk, beiling water.

We have indeed witnessed persecutions of such character
as the pen is ashamed to mention. Nevertheless, we have been

so Intoxicated with the wine of the love of God that these
tribulations have not at all affected us. Day after day. the fire of
the love of God has made us more ready and willing to sacrifice
ourselves to the True Beloved, and our love for Him has
Increased daily.

When love got hold of me I became freed;

Whalt cares the drowned, in the sea of love, for the
disturbances in the sea?

Soul in hand, we are ready to serve,

What care we if we are killed in the path of the Beloved?
O Tayerreh, since thou was not troubled by sorrow. why

art thou always dejected?

In short. all of the effects of the heedless ones, with the
tyranny of the oppressors and the hatred of the ignorant
religious leaders, have been o extinguish the fire of the love in
the hearts of the lovers, who have been ready at any time to give
their lives for the Beloved, and to keep away from the Beloved
and His Beauty these insects whose wings have been scorched
by the light of the face of God. They have been. indeed,
ignorant of the fact that the power of the Beloved of the world
has attracted His lovers to such a degree that those lovers have,
like drops of min, united with the Infinite Ocean, and have
become one with Him, so that il is impossible for them to be

served or disunited from Him. When we were faithful to ocur
promise, and made our breasts targets for the bullets of the
oppressors, in the path of our Beloved, we were strengthened
by the Bounties of God, and we at last won the battle, and
followed our True Beloved. As it is said by the great poet,

Saadi.
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"If all the world should turn from the kingdom of the
Beloved,
I have no knowledge of those who are in the world.”

Therefore, we are not afraid of being killed or being
oppressed. We ask for the sweet cup of martyrdom with all our
hearts.

Therefore, O sisters, we have no part in this transitory
world of flesh. We must give our lives in the path of the
Beloved, and do that which s the will of our Master. We must
arise to serve Him, and, in oneness and truth, no matter where
we may be, we must not lock at the distanee, but see each other
with the eye of the heart, and praying for each other, ask Ged to
strengthen us to carry His Message (o those less lorlunale than
Wwe.

We hope that this communication between us may
continue, and your service may encircle the world, so that all of
11s may become the links of one abiding chain, Your fragrant
fetter of recent date has such an effecl upon us, your Eastern
sisters, that our hearts are in{lamed with Lhe fire of the love of
God, which we hope will touch the hearts of the rest of the

world. We are trying hard te send you our photographs, O you
dear spiritual sisters of the West
Written by the maid-servant of the Beloved of God, and
the one who desires the meeting of the brothers and sisters of
the West,
Tayerreh.
8 of the month of Maharram 1329."

Translated from the original Persian
by Mirza S. M. Raffie,
University of Chicago, July 15, 1909,

Received by Mrs. Henrietta C. Wagner, February 26. 1909, in
reply to a letter written to the Women's Assembly of Bahais,
Teheran, Persia, in December, 1908, telling of the difficulties
met with In teaching the Truith in America, on accounl of Lhe
many superstitions, doctrines, isms and beliefs of the people.
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Charles Mason Remey, "My Travels in Persia: Summer of 1908.,"
in "Baha’i Reminiscences, Diary, Letters, and, Other

Documentis,” Folio 3, pages 112-115, New York Public Library,
Orientzi Division, Courtesy of Richard Hellinger.

In Persia one meets people who, after long or brief
sojourns in western Europe, have accumulated certain
western ideas, which they have mingled with those of
Persian origin, producing a mixture neither one thing nor
the other, Occidental nor Qriental ideas which are not
applicable to conditions in Persia because they are the
products of a foreign civilization evolved under foreign
conditions.

One of the most interesting characters we met in
Persia was Tahere [Tayere] Khanoum of Teheran, a
woman of ability as a leader of women. For some time past
she had been working assiduously for the spread of the
Baha'l Cause among women, and for the education and
general uplifting of her sex,

What was most interesting in the working of the
Daha'i Movement in Persia was that it was solving
present-day problems in the only practical way, namely,
by working from within out - by quickening the soul, from
which is begotien the desire for knowledge and its
accompanying advantages.

This was exemplified in the work of the khanum
whoin I have mentioned. She was an enlightened soul,

VWA® S by
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holding advanced ideas not gleaned from foreign sources
but evolved through personal work and service. She was
wholly a product of Persia and was, therefore, able to
understand and (o minister unto the needs of those among
whom she labored.

I must describe a meeting which we attended at the

house of Tahere {Tayere] Khanoum since it gave us a
glimpse of Orlental life and conditions hitherto not seern.
Our hostess had for some time past discarded her veil and
with her husband recetved men in her house and garden,
yet she was obliged, as she explained to us, to veil in the
streets on account of attracting too much atlention, On
this particular afternoon she was holding two receptions
at once, Twenty or more of us men were in one room while
in an adjoining room, separate from us by a curtain, was a
party of twelve or fifteen ladies, our hostess slipping
quietly from one room to the other, serving and
entertaining her guests,

Alter the chanting of tablets, my companion and I
were asked to tell the ladies in the next room something
ahoul their sisters in the West, which we did to the best of
our ability. Sidney speaking in Persian while my words
were translated and spoken through the curtain to the
listeners on the other side. Our hostess, it seemed, had
hoped that the women in the next room would on that day
follow her example and unvetl. As we spoke of the freedom
and independence and higher education of woman in the
West, the khanum became more and more enthusiastic
until finally she went toward the doorway and drawing
the curtain, began speaking very earnestly to the wornen
in the next room. I could not understand her words but so
surring was the tone of her voice that I caught the Spirit of
what she was saying. She was calling to her sisters to come
forth and hLft their veils, saying that it was a rare
opportunity to do so then, since we from the West were
there, who were accustomed to seeing women's faces. Al
the expiration of several minutes her words had the
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desired effect, for the women arose and drawing aside
their veils with one accord, entered the room.

The men made place for the ladies by retreating to the
other side of the room, while the newcomers found secats.
When the women had arisen to the situation, they were
quite equal to it. Curious as this may seem to one
accustomed to western conventionalities, it showed that
these wormen were awake to the advantages of the western
women as well as to their own disadvantages. I was
particuiarly impressed by the possibilities for work
among the women of Persia by the Baha'i women of the
west. The eagermess with which these women listened to
our account of westem life in itself showed that the time
was ripe and that they were anxious and waiting to be
taught,

As we were leaving the house, the khanum took from
her neck an interesting necklace of mother-of-pearl and
silver, a gift to her from a princess of the royal household,
and handed it to me, saying that it was for the Baha'l
women in America and with it went the love and dreeting
of the Baha'i maid-servants in Teheran. On my return to
America, | entrusted this sguvenir to the care of Mrs.
isabella D. Brittigham, who has already organized a
system of correspondence between some of the meetings of
Baha'i women in America with gatherings of women in
various cities in Persia. This is but the beginning of a great
work for the women of our western assemblies to do
among their sisters of the East.

Through correspondence the way will be gpened for
wesiern women to go to those distant parts as teachers,
nmurses, physicians, and what they will be able to
accomplish cannot be estimated.
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